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Forreſt. 
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TO 


The Right Honourable 
ee 


Lord CO A RAIN, 
My Lord, 5 


T 5 8 been m 

ſtudy to endeavour to al. 

courage Vice, and inculcate 

Virtue, in the Minds of thoſe, 
who, either out of Curioſity, 
or good Nature, read my No- 

vels, the amuſements of ſome-. 
melancholy Hours; and I al- 
5 ways 


vi Dedication. 
ways dedicate them to ſuch 
Perſons, as both by their Qua- 


lity and Virtues, are an awe 
to the Vicious, and bright Ex- 


amples for the Virtuous to imi- 


tate. For theſe Reaſons, 1 


firſt preſum'd, to make choice 
of my Lady to patronize my 
Noble Slaves, and now of your 


Lordſhip for the injured Lady 


Lucy; for you are not only de- 


ſcended of an ancient and truly 


noble Family, but are in your 
Life and Manners juſt and ſo- 
ber, neither addicted to be a 


Votary to Venus or Bacchus. Lou 
wiſely avoid all kinds of Folly 


and Exceſs, which undo the 


Mind and Body, and in a ſweet 
Retirement paſs thoſe Hours in 


Converſation with the Learned 


Dead, which others paſs in 
9 5 Folly 


Dedication. vii 
Folly and Debauchery. You are 
without Flattery, a juſt and 
impartial Magiſtrate, a kind 
Friend; and a 2 Chriſtian: 

- Theſe Qualities have made you 
Providence's care, during your 
Travels abroad, where you 
have view'd the glorious Re- 
mains of Antiquity; and all 
your Friends are pleaſed and 
joy'd to ſee you ſafe return d 
to England. For my own part, 
I could think of no better way 
of manifeſting my Satisfaction 
and Reſpect, than by offering 
this little Preſent to: your Lords 
ſhip; the Adventures of the 
unfortunate Lady which it con- 
tains, will move your Com- 
paſſion.z and her deliverance 
from Death, and reconciliation 
with her Huſband, your Admi- 
| ration, 


viii Dedication. 

ration, and I doubt not but 
vou will be agreeably diverted 
or ſome Hours; and your 
Name being plac'd at the en- 


trance of the Book, will be a 
ſufficient Recommendation of it 


to the good and virtuous part 
of this Nation. I hope your 


Lordſhip will accept ir kindly, 


and do me the honour to be- 
lieve, that the Friendſhip my 
Lady and You have been pleas'd 
to fins for my Husband and 
me, ſhall always be remembred 
with the moſt ' grateful Senſe 
imaginable by $4; 00072 
Your 'Lordſhip's 
Sincereft Friend, 
and obliged bumble Servant, 


* 


PexELoPe AuBIN, 


ere 


CEVEGEEE CECLECEVP 
PREFACE 
2 : 10 THE 2 
READER. 


EIS is the fith Attempt that 
I have made = this Nature, to 


entertain the Publick, and not with 


all Succeſs; which has encouraged me 
fo proceed. The Story 1 here preſent 
to the World is very extraordinary, 
and I fear my own Sex will now 
be diſpleaſd with me, for Henrietta's 
Story; but I was oblig'd to follow 
Truth; and I hope that one I No- 
man, amongſt a great many others of 


— . Rad 
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noular Virtue, will be no TInju 
L. he good Opinion which I would 22 
perſuade all my own Sex to- deſerve, 
and Mankind to have of us, who are 
the ſole Authors of our being wicked, 
when ever we are ſo, But let me give 
this Word of Advice to the vicious 
Woman ; let her Station be ever ſs 
great and high in the World, nay, 
tet her Crimes be ever ſo well conceal'd 
from human Eyes; yet, ike Henri- 
etta, '/he will be unfortunate in the 
End, and her Death, like hers, will 
be accompanied with Terrors, and a 
bitter Repentance. ſhall attend her to 
the Grave: Whilſt the virtuous ſhall 
look Dengers in the Face wnmov'd, 
and putting their whole Truſt in the 
Divine Providence, ſhall be deliver'd, 
even by miraculous Means; or dying 
with Comfort, be freed from: the 
Miſeries of this Life, and go to taſte 
eternal Repoſe. hy | | 
I hope that my own Nation can 
. Furniſh .@ great many Women of all 
Degrees, whoſe Characters and Vir- 
furs are unqueſtronable: And J in- 
treat all marryd Men to confider, 
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25 from Albertus's Sr , the dangerous 
Effeds of Fealouſy, 1 not to give 
Credit to Appearances, . but to en- 
amine well into the Truth of. Things, 
before they treat a Wife unkindly, or 
don her > for we ere very often 
decery'd, and condemn the innotent, 
whilſt we love and careſs the guilty. 
Let us be always tender of . other: 
People's Charatters, and not only © 
to condemn, but apt to forgive 
Overfights in both Sexes, that we 
may both live and die like Chriſtians : 
end let him who has done any Wing. 
revengefid like Albertus, Kt bim re- 
pent, and make Atonement for his 
Crimes, and not ſleep ſupinely in a 
Miftreſss Arms, and paſs the Time 
in Luxury and Folly, till Death 
overtakes and ſnatches him away, to 
render an Account of his Deeds af 
the great Tribunal above, from whence 
a Appeal can be made, We Engliſh 
are neither revengeful nor cruel, and 
therefore need not fear ſuch Treatment 
our Huſbands, as the poor Lady 
Lucy met-withal - from bers: yet we 
ought not ta be leſs cauttoys than the 
Audits 


n ; 
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Ladies of other Nations, of giving juff 
x Gee, Jealouſy, for 2 23 
toes, and Families LO: "tis 
4 — iſe fo we e un- 
ray Huſbands, of «4 we prove foe 
our ſelves, x0 oun 1 $ 
 elty often occafions a Wife's Inconflancy, 
75406 both Sexes would this | 
Lives, which would be the greateſ 
* of * n Servant. 
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AND 
ADVENTURES 
* o THE 
Lady L UCI. 
. N the Reign of King Charles the Second, 
| there liv'd in the moſt fertile Kingdom of 
ibernia, and in the Province of Vier, a noble 


Lord, the laſt of a. truly ancient and illuſtrious Fa- 
mily. This Lord bad only one fair darling Daugh- 


ter by his Lady, who was a Woman endow'd with. 


Virtue Man could wiſh for, but of a very 
tender Conſtitution, ſo that ſhe ſeldom. went from 
home ; but there ſhe manag'd all things with ſach 
Care and Diſcretion, as made her Family 2 


happy. Her. Friends were all receiv'd with ſuch. 
| Nature and Civility, were ſtill fo treated and 


careſs'd, that every Viſit which they paid her and 
her Lord render'd them ſtill more dear to them, and 
none went thence without admiring and loving them x 

nor were their Gates * ſhut againſt the Poor, 


' 
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or Relief deny'd to the hungry Traveller: Their 
Vaſſals and Domeſticks ſo lov'd and reſpeRed them, 


chat they perform d their Duties with Alnerity and 


Pleaſure. ; 

Tus little Lady LUCY was look'd on by her fond 
Parents as their greateſt Treaſure, and ſo indeed ſhe 
was, for ſhe had both a Soul and Body form'd to pleaſe. 
She was born in the Year 1670. and for her Educa- 
tion nothing was (| : At the Age of thirteen ſhe 
could do every thing that became her Sex and Qua- 
lity.” She was tall, and —— ſhap'd ; ber Hair 
was black as Jet, and her E were full of 
Fire and Majeſty ; her Skin was fair, and white as 
new fallen Snow ; and every Feature of her fine oval 
Face was full of Sweetneſs : She was in fine a perfe& 
Beauty. She ſpoke French, Latin, and her native 
Language perfeQly ; ſhe danc'd and ſung exceeding 
well, play'd on the Lute and Harpſicord, and us'd her 
Needle with as great Dexterity as if ſhe had been 
Miner wa's favourite Scholar. Virtue and Prudence 

vern'd all her Words and Actions; for ſhe had 

olid Senſe. . x 

Tavs her indulgent Parents thought themſelves 
doubly bleſt in ſuch a Child, and hop'd that ſhe would 
make them truly happy: But alas I all earthly Bleſ- 
ſings are deceitful, and true Happineſs is never found 
but in the Grave. After the Revolution, this peace- 
ful Kingdom was turn'd to a bloody Theatre; a cruel 
War, an unexpected Change in Church and State, 
alter'd the face of things; and this unhappy Lord, 
taking the late Monarch's part; was kill'd, and the 
victorious Party enter'd his Caſtle, and there com- 
mitted ſuch Hoſtilities as are cuſtomary on the like 


Occaſions. But it ſo happen'd, that the party of 


Soldie:s who perform'd this Deed were commanded 
by a German Captain, who was at that time in King 
illiam's Service, a very fine Gentleman, a Man no- 

' bly born, and a Romas Catholic, as the Lady Lacy 
and her Mother alſo were. The Name of this fine 


Officer was Lewis Auguſtine dibertus ; he was not quite 
WR” FO | > 


thirty | 


5 T oe ak SO TTS 


he I LUCY. nn 


thirty Years of Age, his Perſon was every way agree- 

able, his Face was handſome, and had an Air of 
Majeſty 3 he wanted no Accompliſhment to make 
him a complete Gentleman. He enter'd the Caſtle 
at the head of his Company, and coming into the 
Chamber where the affrighted young Lady, and her 
afflicted Mother were retired, he beheld them with 
much Surprize and Compaſſion ; they both threw 
themſelves at his Feet, and the old Lady, whoſe 
whole Concern was now for her Daughter, her Lord 
being kill'd, thus addreſs'd her ſelf to him. “ See 
« here, brave Stranger, the moſt wretched Woman 
breathing, and a Virgin by my ſide the moſt inno- 
cent and helpleſs of her Sex; Death would now be 
* moſt welce me to us both, but we are forbid to 
« ſeek it by unlawful Means. Oh ! injure not her 
* Virtue, nor ſuffer the outragecus Soldiers to com- 
mit any Violences on our Perſons ; ſpare her ten- 
der Years, and pity my declining Age; you doubt- , 
© leſs had a Mother noble as my ſelf, your Face, 

your Mien ſpake your Deſcent :* If you are ſuch as 
« you appear to be, protect us from thoſe Illis which 
«« wedread ten times more than Death; if we muſt 
* be ftrip'd of all that we poſleſs, and turn'd out na- 
* ked to the world, depriv'd of all the Neceſſaries 
of this Life yet at leaſt do not permit our Perſons 
* to be abus'd, and let not my darling Child be 
* ruin'd ; give me your word to ſecure us from their 
«« brutal Luſt and Fury, or generouſly plunge your 
„ Sword into our offer'd Boſoms, and put an end to 
all our Miſeries Here a Flood of Tears put a 


ſtop to her Diſcourſe, and Exceſs of Grief bereft her 


of all Speech: and here the charming Lucy ſeizing 
his hand, made him turn his admiring eyes-upon her 
lovely Face, where Fear and Modeſty ſeem'd to diſ- 
pute, where Charm was found that could en- 
gage a Heart, a Face that was able to melt the moſt 

urate Tyrant into Mercy and Compaſſion ; the 
Tears drop'd from her ſhining Eyes, which had till 


then been bent upon * and with a trembling 
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and none but an old Steward, who had liv? 
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Voice ſhe utter'd theſe ſoft Words to him: © Yes, 
* noble Stranger, I am prepar'd to meet even Death 
* it {elf rather than yield to Infamy ; but ſpare my 
noble virtuons Mother's Life, which doubtleſs 
«« Grief will ſoon put a period to; and tho' we are a 
, ruin'd Prince's Friends, and of a Religion different 
«« from yours, (as ſure we are) fince you are engag'd 
in ſuch a Caule, yet let our tender Sex, and deplora- 


s ble Condition, move your Pity, '” Our generous 


Soldier was ſo raviſh'd with her Face and Tongue, 
he could ſcarce recollect himſelf enough to take her 
up from the Ground; Love ſeiz'd his Soul, and be 
forgot how neceſſery his Preſence was to put a ſlo 
to the mercileſs Soldiers Fury : but recovering himſelf 
he took her in his Arms and bid her not fear, he 
would protect her with his Life and Fortune, and run 
al Hazacds to ſecure her and her virtuous Mother. 
Jam f/aid he, a Chriſtian and a Gentleman, an 
enemy to violence and Cruelty, to which the in- 
* human Cuſtom of War enures the harden'd Soldi- 
* ers, I would conquer, but not deſtroy or abuſe my 
„Enemies; follow me and none ſhall harm you. 
He took her by the Hand, her Mother following. 
and calling for his Lieutenant, gave orders that the 
Soldiers ſhould give over all Hoſtilities, and leave the 
Caſtle. But Alas! they had already done all the 
Miſchief that was poſſible, gutted the Apartments, 
beat the Servants, kill'd ſome and wound-d others; 
ſo that nothing was left worth their m—_— away, 
above 
forty Years in the Family, and a Servant Maid, who 
waited on the young Lady, remain'd able to follow 
their poor Ladies to the Captain's Quarters; to 


which he brought them, with their Hoods pull'd 


down over their Faces. He gave them his own Cham- 
ber, and left them for ſome Minutes to go and give 
Orders to his company. In his Abſence, the poor 
old Steward propos'd to his Ladies his Son's Hcu e, 
in a Sea-Port ſome Miles diſtant, to retreat to, if the 
Officer would conſent to it; He was a rich —_— 
an 
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-and had marry'd a Maid who had waited on the old 
Lady in her Childhood, a faithful Servant to the Fa- 
- mily. Here they hoped they might be conceal'd for 
ſome time, till an Opportunity could be found for 
them to get off into France or Holland, where they 
might live with ſecurity of their Lives and Liberties, 
= they had wiſely ſecur'd ſuch a Quantity of Plate, 
Jewels and Money, (which they had, by the Advice 
of their prudent Lord, buryed in a Field near the Caſ- 
tle before he went out to the Army, to which none 
were privy but this old Steward and his Lady) as 
would provide ſufficiently for them in any Country, 
in caſe they could find means to carry it off; which 
they doubted not they ſhould do, if they could be 
conceal'd till the Troubles were a little over. h 
Tus Ladies approv'dof the good old Man's Offer; 
and the Captain returning, they acquainted him with 


their Deſign; he readily agreed to it, and promis 'd - 


to aſſiſt them with Horſes and a cover'd Waggon, te 
convey them thither, with whatever could be found 
remaining in the Caſtle for their Uſe: but they did 
not at this time let him into the Secret of the Treaſure 
that was hid. He gave them a handſome Supper: 
but alas, Grief had ſo ſeiz' d their Spirits that they 


could not eat; he did all he was able to comfort 


them, and fail'd not to make his Paſſion known to 
the young Lady, by a thouſand amorous Sighs and 
tender Expreſſions, giving her to underſtand, that he 

was of the ſame Religion as her ſelf, and could make 
her both great and happy, if ſhe would yield to be 


his, and go with him into Germany, To all this the 


youn = ve little anſwer, yet ſhew'd noDiſlike; 
and the old prudently receiv'd his Offers with 
much Civility: for alas, to Perfons who were in ſuch 
a Circumſtance, it was the eſt good Fortune to 
meet with ſuch a Man, and ſuch an Offer; yet the 
doubted much of his Sincerity, conſidering he thought 
them ruin'd. Beds were provided for them and their 
two Servants by his Order. And now being retir'd, 
the old Lady and * the Night with- 
| * out 
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out Sleep, reflecting on their Misfortunes, and con- 
ſulting together on what was next to be done. 
Ar break of Day the brave Captain knock'd at 


their Chamber Door, and defir'd they would make 


haſte to riſe, for he had provided all Things proper 
for their Departure, and fear'd leaſt a part of the Ar- 
my ſhould come up, and ſo render their going thence 
difficult and more dangerous: They immediately got 
their Cloaths on, and open'd the Door to him, return - 
ing him a chouſand Thanks for his Care of them: he 
embrac'd and aſſur'd them nothing ſhould be wanting 
on his part, to ſhew the Love — Reſpect he had for 
them: and he promi:'d that he would come to them 
as ſoon as ever he could get leave from his Colonel 
to put his Company into Quarters, and leave them. 
He had early this Morning ſent two of his Soldiers 
to the Caſtle, to bring thence whatever Cloaths and 


Linen they could find remaining fit for their uſe, and 
he had allo received many 1 of that kind from 


ſome of his Company, who had plunder'd, and now 
brought them to him, for which he gratified them 


with ſome Money out of his own Pockets. AN he had 


got together was put into the Waggon he had pro- 
vided: And now they were at a loſs for nothing, but 
only how to get the '['reaſure out of the Field, and 
that they dar'd not attempt whilſt the Soldiers 
were ranging about the Place; ſo hey took leave 
with much Civility on both ſides, and ſet out for the 
good Farmer's Houle, at which they arriv'd the next 
Morning, having travel'd all that Day and Night, be- 
ing guarded by four Soldiers within five Miles of tl e 
Place, to whom the old Lady gave two Guineas, when 


' the diſmiſt them. The good Farmer receiv'd them 
with ſuch Reſpect, and in ſuch a Manner, as ſpake 


his Honeſty and Gratitüde; he remembe:'d that he 
had been brought up in that noble Lady's Family. 
that he ow'd all to his dead Lord's and her Bounty, 


had been educated and nouriſhed by them, and that 


the Lands and Houſe he now poſſeſs d, were gain'd 


za their Service: His honeſt Wife waited arr 
| N ** 
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ſerv'd them as became her: And here they remain'd . 


for ſome time in quiet, and had time to digeſt their 
Sorrow: and change of Fortune. 

Tarts Nights after their Arrival there, the old 
Steward and his Son return'd with the cover'd Waggon 


to the Caſtle. and brought thence ſome Furniture that 


was left there, and the rich Treaſure, which they 
took up out of the place in which it was bury'd in 
the dead of the Night, and placed in a Bag of Hay 
in the Waggon. They carry'd Letters of Thanks 
to the Captain from ihe Ladies, by whoſe means 
they paſt unmoleſted, and return'd in ſafety with his 
Anſwers in two Epiltles, the moſt reſpectful and 
amorous that Man could write, | | 
DuRincG the Ladies abode” in this place, there 
happen'd ſome very extraordinary Accidents, which 
"tis neceſſary we ſhould relate, for the better under- 
ſtanding of the Sequel of this Hiſtory, | 
Tas Farmer's Houſe, which they were in, was 
near a Wood, and about two Miles diſtant from the 


Sea; along the Shore and in the Wood there were 


only a few Cottages, and no Inhabitants of note; the 
Houſe was very melancholy and lonely, as to its Si- 


tuaticn; and the poor Ladies, u ho were not us'd to 


live in ſuch a place, nor with ſo few Attendants ſtart- 


led at every Noiſe, and could not get one ſound Sleep. 


One Evening, ju at the Cloſe of the Day, a young 
Gentleman in a Peaſant's Habit, booted and ſpur d, 
came into the Court yard bleeding, and wounded in 
the Body and Arm in three places; his looks ſhew'd 
that he had been extremely frighted, and that he was 


fled from ſome place, where he had been ſo ill treat- 


ed with the utmoſt ſpeed, for the Sweat trickled 
down his Face; he met the good Farmer, who was 


paſſing the Yard, and catching him by the Arm, 


fainted before he could utter one Word; the g 

natur'd Man call'd to one of his Men, who help'd 
.to bring him into-the Houſe, where they plac'd him 
in a Chair, and 2 him to himſelf with ſome 
Pains; I hen they aſk d him who he was, and how 
Kok | | he 


bo 
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He came in that * ny _ 'd 4 haften 
to get a Surgeon for his Wound, «rd be fatisfy'd 
2 was a Gentleman able to reward hee He 
their Trouble, and aſk no farther as to his N we and 
Quality. They bow'd, and one of the Farmer's 
Men immediately took a Horſe and went for a Sur- 
geon, who liv'd ſeven Miles off, there being none 
that lived nearer. Mean time the Farmer and his 
Wife put the Gentleman into a warm Bed, and did 
what they could to hinder his Wounds from bleed- 
ing; and the old Lady having ſome Skill, the Far- 
mer's Wife ran to acquaint her with the Matter, 


and beg'd her aſiſtance; ſhe readily went along with 


her to the Chamber, and was in the greateſt Sur- 


prize imaginable to find that it was the young Lord 


, her own Nephew,-who was reported to have 
been killed at the fatal Battle of the Boyne: © Good 
„% Heavens, ſaid ſhe, by what Miracle were you pre- 
4 ſery*d alive, and how came you here and in this 
Condition? I am, ſaid he, overjoy'd my dear Aunt, 
©* to ſee you, but am fo faint I cannot ſatisfy your 
« Defires at this time.” The good Lady got what 
ſhe could to dreſs his Wounds, and did it fo well, 


that the Surgeon at his Arrival approv'd of what ſhe 


had done; and on ſearching his Wounds thought 


them not dangerous. The next Morning both the 
Ladies came to breakfaſt with him in his Chamber, 


and then he related his Adventures in this manner. 


C 


ſince I haye the Honour to be fo nearly related 
do you; but as to what is of the greateſt Concern 
to me, you are yet a Stranger; which is my Loxe to 


I tell you, Madam, ſaid he, who Lam 
| 


a young Lady to whom I have been engagad wee | 
Was 
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I was a Student in the College at Dublin. Her Name 
you are well acquainted with, ſhe was the Daughter 
of Sir William —— ; I us'd to viſit at her Father's, 
and her Brother and I contracted fo great a Friend- 
ſhip, that we were ſcarce ever aſunder, till the fatal 
Day when we were parted in the Battle, where I 
ſaw him fall wounded from his Horſe, and by a glo- 
rious Death crown the Actions of a well ſpent Life, 


'Whoſe Loſs | ſhall ever mourn. I courted the fair, 


Henrietta by his Conſent, and was ſo happy as to gain 
her Love ; My elder Brother was then living as you 
know); and her Father, who could give her a great 
Fortune, at that time was kept a Stranger to our Love, 
for fear he ſhould not approve of it. We had all the 
Qpportũnities of ſeeing each other that we could de- 
fire, by my generous Friend's means; and at laſt 
made the moſt ſacred Promiſes to be only one ano- 

ther's, But the dreadful Hour of our Separation was 
at hand, when we leaſt expected it. I was ſent to 


ttavel, and ſhe was carry'd over to England, to ſee 


the Splander of the Eng/i/s Court and Nation. She 


went thither before I went to France, but I want 
Words and Strength to expreſs what we fel: at part- 
ing, and in what a moving manner we took leave of 
one another : We madea thouſand Vows and Pro- 
teſtations to be conſtant. In leſs than two Years after 


I was recall'd by the Death of my elder Brother; 


the Letters found me in ray, where I had received 
ſeveral Letters from my dear Miſtreſs, who was re- 


turned from England. I poſted home, big with the 
Expedation of poſſeſſing both her, and a great Eſlate: 


But alas / I came too late; the unfortunate Henrietta 
had broken all her Vows, and been prevail'd on by 


her Father to marry an old wealthy Knight, who 


was turn'd of threeſcore: His vaſt Eſlate prevail'd, 


and he conſented to take her with half the Portion 
that her Father propoſed to give her with another ; 


ſo that her younger Siſter obtain'd a more no- 
ble Mach by this Augmentation of her Fortune. 
| .The 
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The jealous Knight ſoon left Dublin with this rich 
Prize, and carry'd her down to his Caſtle in this 
Province, where he kept her immured from almoſt 
all Company, ſuffering her to take no Diverſions, 
but what his own Gardens, and his wretched ſelf 
could afford her. They ſoon became very miſerable, 
for ſhe grew to hate and loath him, and beheld him 
rather as her Goaler than her huſband ; and ſhe treat- 
ed him ſo coldly, that he became jealous of every 
Man'that approached her, even of his own Domeſ+ 
ticks ;and grew ſo enraged, becauſe ſhe did not prove 
with Child, that he would not ſuffer her out of his 
Sight. Grief and Vexation threw her into a lan- 
_ guiſhing Diſtemper, which made it feared that a 
Conſumption would follow, and put an end to this 
Tragedy. As ſoon as I came aſhore at Dublin, I 
aſked > my dear Henrietta, and was informed of 
all theſe Particulars: I need not tell you each Word 
wounded my Soul, and was like a Poniard to my 5 
Heart. I could neither fleep by Night, ar taſte af | 
any Pleaſures by Day: Sometimes I deteſted ber 
Falſhood, and reſolved to forget her: but alas l- in 
vain I ſtrove to conquer a Paſſon that had mingled 
with my Soul, and reigned in every Vein: I loved 
her as much asever, and Pity blew the raging Flames 
I could not live without a Sight of her, yet knew 
not how to get an Opportunity to fend or ſpeak to 
her. I diſpatched my Affairs with all the 8 
imaginable, and after Lacks taken Poſſeſſion of my 
ERace, I pretended to make a Voyage to England ; 
and having taken leave of my Friends, I left Dx lin, 
and my Home, with only two Servants; and having 
ſent Diſguiſes for us to an Inn about twenty Miles 
onward-of the Way towards my fair one's Caftle, T 
mounted on Horſeback with my Servants, and m_ 
to the Inn, where we lay that Night; and the 
Morning having put on our Difguiſes, which were 
the Habits of Peaſants, we were ſo dreſs'd that no 
Perſon could have guess d us to be any other: Our 
clouted Shoes, coarſe Coats, Leather a — 
reeches 
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Breeches, old Hats, falſe Hair, and coarſe Linnen, 


made vs look like the veryeſt Country Louts that 
ever Man beheld. Thus accoutred, having in the 


Portmantuas behind my Servants put what Habits 


1 ſhould have occaſion for, and Money, being all 
well arm'd, we proceededon our Journey, and reach'd 


Dundalt, without any Accident; there I left our 


Horſes and Portmantuas, and thence we went and 


lodg'd at a Village within a Mile of the Caſtle. It 


was duſk when we enter'd this Place, and I writ a 


Letter to this Effect to my dear Henrietta, and ſent 


one of my Servants with it: I told her that I was 
come on purpoſe thither to ſeek an Opportunity to 


die at her Feet; that I forgave her Falſhood, and 


loved her more than ever; and that I would run all 
Hazards to take her out of that Slavery to which 
her Father's Ayarice, and her own Imprudence had 
ſubjected ber, in caſe ſhe was willing; that I could 


not live without a Sight of her; and in fine, that I 


conjur'd her by all our paſt Vows and mutual En- 
dearments, to find ſome means to let me ſee her; in 
order to which I inform'd her of the Place and Diſ- 

iſe I was in. I ſent my Servant away with this 


Letter ſo ſoon as it was finiſhed; he was acquainted 
with a Maid-Servant in the Family, and by that means 


t Admittance into the Caſtle, where he lay. all 
Night with oneof the Men Servants, at the Maid's 
Defire ; and by the Help of ſome Gold which I gave 
him for that Purpoſe he ſo manag'd her, that ſhe 
gonveyed the Letter into her Lady's own Hand, as 
ſhe waited on her at Supper in her Chamber, where 
ſhe ſupp'd becauſe ſhe was indiſpoſed, and the old 


Knight had the Govt, ſo that ſhe could not leave 


him. She took an Opportunity to read it in her 
Cloſet, where, —— told me, ſhe bath'd 
it with her Tears: Her-Conſcience reproach'd her, 


and her Love reviv'd, nay it was heighten'd by her 
Averſion to her Huſband. She could not cloſe her 


Eyes all Night, but paſs'd the tedious Hours in de- 
bating with herſelf what to do ; Love and Honour 


had 
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had a ſharp Conteſt, but at laſt Love got the Victory, 


and ſhe role, and going to her Cloſet writ the follow- 


ing Lines, which I have ever ſince kept as a Trea- 


ſure. Here he pull'd the Letter out of his Boſom, 


*« REA p your Letter with ſuch a Concern as no 
" 1 Pen can expreſs: Alas! why did you not let 
15 me die in Peace? Why have you awaked the 
« wretched Henrietta from her Lethargy, and call'd 
© to.my Remembrance the pleaſing Hours when we 
* loy'd, and when my Virgin Soul was conſcious of 
* no Crime? I have wronged you, Lycidas, greatly 
* wrong'd you, and undone my ſelf: What can we 
hope for now? Nothing remains but to ſupport our 
1% Sorrows as we ought. You aſk to ſee me; I trem- 
« ble at the Thought: The — may prove 
« fatal to us both. I know your Virtue, you know 
* mine: I know you love, and I fear I ſtill love you 
«© more than I ought, conſidering I am now another's, 
« You ſay you cannot live if 1 refuſe this laſt, this 
« only Favour: Take care leaſt we are both made 
* more wretched by this Interview: If it be diſco- 
« ver'd, I am loſt for ever; yet I'll venture all ra- 
« ther than ſeem unkind. Come in the Duſk to mor- 


* row * in your Diſguiſe; pretend to be the 


« Maid's Brother, who is now our Confident, ſhe 
* ſhall conceal you where I'll endeavour to come to 
« you: Take this as the laſt and only Proof that can 
« with Honour be given you of the Affection the mi- 
4 ſerable Henrietta has ſtill for you.” Aalen. 


Sus gave this Letter to the Maid, when ſhe came 
into her Chamber with her Chocolate, and ſhe de- 
liver'd it to my Servant, who made all the haſte ima- 
2 to me with it; I open'd it, and read the dear 

ines with Tranſport: Vou may conclude J fail'd 


not to obey her Orders. I was at the Caſtle ſo ſoon 


as the Sun was ſet; my Servant introduced me to the 


Maid, who took an Opportunity to ſteal me into her 
own Chamber, which was next her Lady's, and 
there I laid down upon her Bed, and was cover'd 

with 
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over Head and Ears with the Quilt. I heard my 
Charmer's Voice with her old To1mentor : They 
did nothing but jar, and remain'd till almoſt Mid- 
night before the Maid enter'd the Room with a Can- 
dle, and told me the glad Tidings, that ſhe was go- 
ing to lie down in her Lady's Place, and iend her to 
me : I gave her Gold for this good news and my 
Soul leap'd in my Breaſt for Joy. She went, and I 


ſoon heard the ſoft T read of my trembling Charmer: 
She came in her Night Gown, and under Petticoat 


J claſp'd her in my Arms, we both wept, in ſine 
our Confuſion was equal, and I believe our Love 
and Joy was alſo mutual. We paſs'd one ſhort Hour 
together, and no more, in which we whiſper'd a 
thouſand tender _ things, ſuch as Lovers uſe 
on ſuch Occafions ; and I found her more charm- 
ing than ever, and my ſelf more amorous: at laſt 
the fatal Sound of the Bell alarm'd us, and her cru- 
el Huſband, wak'd by his ill-natur'd Pains, forc'd 
her from my Arms. I parted with her with ſuch 
Pangs and ſuch ReluQtancy as dying Miſers feel, 
when they behold their ſhining Heaps of hoarded 
Gold divided twixt the greedy Heirs; nor could 


I let her go till ſhe had ſworn to repeat the Favour. 
IIay conceaPd a whole Week in this Chamber, the 


Maid keeping the Key in her Pocket and bringing 
me Proviſions from time to time; and had every 
Night the pleaſure of my dear Henrietta's Company 
whilſt her Argus ſlept, her Virtue long oppos'd my 
raſh Deſires; but at laſt my paſſion made me take 
the favourable Opportunity, and a gentle Force com- 
pell'd her to grant my Deſires, for ſhe dared not 
make a Noiſe for fear of a Diſcovery : And now 
nothing was wanting to make me entirely happy 
but her conſent to 12 me, and that I could 
not obtain. The old Dragon recover'd, and I was 


obliged to decamp, for fear of being diſcover'd, be- 
fides, he chang'd his Apartment, and took my Char- 
mer to live with him, on the cther fide the Caſtle, 
next the Gardens, I could not ſupport a long Ab- 

| | C ſenes 
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ſence from her, ſo I ventur'dto lie in the next Town 
in my diſguiſe, and every Night I went into che Gar- 
dens, by means of one of the Gardiners, of whom I 
had procured a falſe Key ; and ſo placing a Ladder 
he left on purpoſe againſt a Balcony that went into 
that Appartment, which ſheevery Night left unlocked 
for me, I went into a Cloſet next the Bed-Cham- 
ber, and ſhe ſtole out to me, At laſt the Troubles 
forced me to leave her, and her Brother and I ( he 
knowing nothing of what had paſt between his Siſter 
and me ) took Arms, and were both, as you know, 
in that fatal Battle, where he loſt his Life, and I nar- 
rowly eſcap'd : and now my old Diſguiſe was more 
neceſſary than before. I had ſome Thoughts of fly- 
ing to France, but could not go without my dear Hen- 
rietta ; ſo I lay conceal'd tilt I got what Money and 
Bills L could ſecure, and ſet out with one Servant, 
and that was he who-was privy to my Secret, and 
went to the ſame Inn as before. I had received News 
from her that ſhe was with Child, and that her Huſ- 
band was very proud of it, but more jealous than ever, 
I foon gave her Notice of my Arrival, and the next 
Night had the pleaſure of her Company in the Clo- 
ſet as before ; there 'I acquainted her with my De- 
ſign of going to France, and ſhe conſented to go a- 
long with-me. Accordingly I brought her a Suit of 
Man's Cloaths ſome few Nights after, and ſhe dreſs'd 
and went with me out of the Balcony, and thro' the 
Garden. I had placed the Horſes for her and my 
elf, about a quarter of a Mile off where my Man, 
-who was alſo well mounted, took care of them. We 
mounted, and got by break of Day to a Village ten 
Miles off; but ſhe being big with Child, and not 


well, we went no farther, but ſtopp'd there at an Inn, 


where we reſolved to paſs a Day or two, till the Search 


after us was over. We had no Reaſon to fear any 


Thing, becauſe we were all in Men's Habit, dreſs 
Jike Country Fellows, and pretended to belong to an 
Officer of the King's Army, who had order'd us to 


Kay there with the Horſes till he came to us. raid 
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paid well for what we had, and the Country People 
were very kind to us: beſides, it being almoſt impoſſi- 
ble that the old Knight, who was wholly ignorant of 
all that had paſs'd; ſhould deviſe where ſhe was gone, 
or who had taken her. away, I fancy'd my ſelf fafe 
and happy, and little dreamt, of what was to follow. 
Having reſted ourſelves four Days we left this place 
in our Diſguiſes, and met nothing to moleſt us, till 
we were paſſing by the Wood on the other ſide of this 
Houſe: juſt as we were entering it, the old Knight at 
the Head of ſix Soldiers, all arm'd with — and 
Muſquets, boulted out upon us: they did not fire up- 
on us, but they ſeiz'd on her, ſtopping her Horſe: 
and I who had no-Sword, but only Piſtols and a Bay- 


onet under my Coat, reſiſting, they unhorſed, and - 


wounded me in three Places, as you ſee: My Servant 
was kill'd defending me, and I was left bleeding on 
the Ground. I ſaw my lovely prize torn from me, 
and heard her cry for Help in vain. And now I 
wiſh to live only to be reveng'd'; for if I recover I 
will go to the Caſtle, and drive him out with Fire and 
Sword, and releaſe her, who is mine by a prior Right, 
This is my melancholy Story, my dear aunt, ſaid he 
and tho you may blame, yet, Iam ſure, you will at 
the ſame time pity us. | | 

Tux old Lady anſwer'd him thus: How can I 
chuſe but condemn you, my dear Nephew, fince your 
Imprudence has occaſion'd both your own and this 
poor Lady's Misfortune ? She was guilty of a Crime 


in breaking the Vows ſhe had made you, and you 


have made her guilty of a much greater ; and thus 
ou had both like to have periſhed in your own Fol- 
ies ; but the Almighty has in his Mercy ſpar'd you 
to repent, and will f hope do the ſame by her, and 
ſpare the innocent Infant ſhe goes withal. If you 
had waited patiently perhaps God might have taken 
away her unkind Huſband, and then you might have 
been happy together, and had a ri he to Heaven's 
Favour, He would have reply'd, but the Surgeon 
entring put an end to this OT Lady's Exortation 
2 


and the Ladies withdrew, C Ar 


— 


28 The Adventures of 


Ar Dinner a Valet of the brave Captain Albertus 
brought Letters from his Maſter to the Ladies, with 
a preſent of ſome Wine and money, which he had 
ſent them, not knowing but they were in want of it: 
His Leiter was full of Reſpect to the old Lady, and 
Paſſion to the young; he promi:'d to viſit them in a 
few Days, and always to protect and aſſiſt them all 
the Days of his Life, They ſent their thanks and 
Acknowledgements in their Anſwers by the ſame Va- 
let. And two nights after, as they weile both, and 
all the Family in bed, they hard ſad Groans near 
the Gate, as they imagin'd, which awoke them: and 
at laſt ſume body knock'd at it: and ina faint Voice 
.begg'd to be let in: The good Farmer roſe, and light- 
ing a Candle, went to the Gate, and demanded who 
was there: the Perſon anſwer'd, a Wreich that has 

reat need of comfort, hungry, cold, and ſorely brui- 
Ba, for God's ſake give me ſhelter: lam a Man of 
Birth and much advanc'd in Years. The good Coun- 
tryman open'd the Gate, and was ſurpriz'd to ſee a 
Man of a venerable AſpeR, with a Beard down to his 
Waſte, anda courſe grey Coat tied with a Cord about 
him : he had no ſtockings on, his Face was meagre 
and pale, he was bloody, and ſeem'd very faint, he 
brought him into the Houſe, and gave him ſomethin 
to eat and drink aſking how he came in that Condi- 
tion, and who he was? He anſwer'd, he was born a 
Gentleman, and that he had lived the life of a Hermit 
for forty Years paſt, in a Cottage in the adjacent 
Wood, that he had been ſick of a Fever and Ague for 
three Months paſt, and for the laſt fourteen Days had 
been ſo weak, that he could not get to the next Town 
for Food, that certain Perſons. diſguiſed in Vizards. 
and ſtrange Habits, had that Night enter'd his Cot- 
tage, as he lay ſleeping on ſome ſtraw, as was his cus- 
tom, and drag'd him out thence by the Heels, giving 
him many Kicks and Blows, till they thought he was 

dead, ſo they drew him out of the Wood, and left him 
on that ſide which was next this Houſe ; ** Reco- 
vering my ſelf a little, ſaid he, and finding I muſt 


« periſh 
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got on her Cloaths, ſtop'd him as he paſt by her 


Hermit's Chamber, as it had been agreed: and being 


1 Was born to a great Eſtate, and all the Education Na! 


;ell in Love with a young Widow Lady, who had a 
RS | 
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w ar without help, I preſum'd to knock at this 
* Hoſpitable Gate, and have found what I wanted 
and defir'd : I hope Heaven will ever hear you in 
«« your Need, and reward all the charitable Deeds you 


Face ar:d Hands, and put him into a clean Bed, and 
leaving him a lighted Candle, and ſome Cordial by 
his Bed-ſide, at his requeſt went to his own Chamber, 
but the old Lady, who had. roſe cut of Bed, and had 


Chamber-door, to know what had paſt : and he gave_ 
her an Account : ſo ſhe return'd to Bed, longing for 
the Morning, that ſhe might know who this Stranger 
was. So ſoon as ſhe was up ſhe aſk'd after him, and 
was by the Farmer's Wife conducted to his Chamber, 
with the young Lady Lucy: He was ſo ill he was not 
able to riſe, and ſeem as much ſurpriz'd at the fight 
of ſuch Perſons in ſuch a place, as they were to ſee 
him in ſo poor a Condition, for his Countenance ſpake 

a Man of Quality. After ſome diſcourſe between 
them they became acquainted, and he grew more free, 
and promis'd to declare ſome part of his Life and Ad- 
ventures, which were very extraordinary, to them, 
yet he ſtill conceal'd his Name and Family, as alſo | 
the place of his Birth: the young Lord was alſo pre- 
ſent. And after Dinner they again repair'd to this 
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all ſeated near his Bed-ſide he related his Story in 
theſe Words. ä 
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beſtow'd upon me that is uſual for young 'S 
Gentlemen to have. When I was come of Age, | 


Fortune 
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\ 
| 
; | 

{ Fortune equal to my own ; we marry'd, but were 

never bleſt with a Child ; we liv'd for ſome Years 

I very happily; ſhe had a Siſter thirteen Years younger 

than her ſe'f, who had a conſiderable Fortune, and 

liv'd with us: J inſenſibly grew very fond of this 

- Child : ſhe was beautiful as an Angel, and for her 

Years as wi'ty : ſhe had a thouſand infant Charms 

about her, I lov'd her like a fond Father: But when 

ſhe was grown up to thirteen years. I doated, and 

became, alas ! a jealous raging Lover. I beheld every 

. Man who approach'd her as a hated Rival: I 

[ watch'd all her Looks and Actions, could not ſup- 

\ port her Abſence, forgive me Heaven ! and under 

the pretence of a Brother and a Guardian, conceal'd 

[| my Crime, and was thank'd by my Wife, and 

| reſpected by her Family. And thus I found means to 

| | break off every Match that was propos'd to her ; till 

at laſt, a young Gentleman of a Family ſuperior to 

12 hers, and of an equal Fortune, every way accompliſh'd 

= x both as to his Perſon and underſtanding, made his 
F / | Addreſſes to her, and I too plainly ſaw that ſhe was 

[| much inclin'd to grant his Suit. And now I was on 

\ the Rack, Reaſon and Religion pleaded in vain, my 

* headttrong Paſſion overcame all conſiderations, and I 

bv thought of nothing but how to gain her to my own 

_ wicked Deſires, and to prevent her being another's : 

0 ' and], who had all my Life long before liv'd a good 

1 1 and virtuous Life, and had the moſt awful Sence of 
God and Religion that a Chriſtan ought to have, was 
in an Inſtant preverted into one of the vileſt Wretches 
| on Earth, and grew capable of forming, and at 
4 * length of acting, the moſt villanous Deſigns. Thus 
E vhen we once ſuffer unlawful deſires and looſe thoughts 
* to vitiate our Minds, and make one falſe ſtep contrary 
1 to our duty, we inſenſibly fall into greater Crimes, and 
1 ſoon become Vaſſels to the Devil, and grow the moſt 
. 106 | audacious of Sinners. Take care young Gentleman, 

ſaid be, addreſſing himſelf to the young Tora, tis to you 

Ichiefly direct this Diſcourſe, ſwerve not from your 

Duty, nor ſuffer that unhappy Paſſion which 9 

ruin 
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ruin'd my Peace for ever in this Life, to lead you in- 
to the like Crimes and Misfortunes, as it has done 
me. At thele Words the young Lord chang'd Co- 
lour, and his Aunt look'd ſeriouſly upon him, and 
tne Hermit proceeded in his Diſcourſe : but now, 
ſaid he, I could neither ſleep nor eat, my Countenance 


was chang'd and my Wife who dearly lov'd me, was 


very inquiſitive to know what ail'd me; I pretended 
that I was not well : but my Rival paid his Viſits 
Daily to Emilia, and I found it in vain to oppoſe 
the Marriage longer, there being no Pretence for it. 
This drove me to Deſpair, and put me upon make- 


ing uſe of the moſt deſperate means to prevent it, 


and I reſolv'd to ruin her, and get rid of him at any 
Rate. I long deliberated which of thoſe wicked De- 
figns I ſhould firſt put in Execution: I confider'd 
that if I ſhould firſt debauch her, ſhe might make it 
known to him, and that would be my utter Ruin, 
and might perhaps occaſion the Death of him and 
me; but he being out of the way, I might, by 
Threats and Entreaties together, gain her to do what 
ever I would. This being at laſt reſolv'd, I rode out 


one Morning to a Village twenty Miles off; and 


leaving my Servant at an Inn with the Horſes, I 
walk'd out in the Town; there I found an Apo- 
thecary's Shop, and bought as much Opium as 
would do the fatal Deed, and went back to the Inn 
and din'd, and ſo return'd home well pleas'd with my 
Journey. I paſſed the Night with much Anxiety 
my Conſcience being greatly troubled ? but havin 
put the ſtupyfying Drug into ſome Water to infols 
over night in my Cloſet, I put it into a Vial, and 
Put it up in my Pocket the next Morning ; and my 
Rival coming to breakfaſt with us, I =” an Oppor- 
tunity to convey it into a Cup of Coffee, which I put 
into his Hand as he was fooling with Emilia; he 
drank it off, and ſuſpected nothing. I invited him 
to ſtay dinner, for I was always very civil to him, 
and he accepted the offer; they walk'd out into the 
Gardens, where he began to feel a Dizzineſs — 1 8 
| dy. 
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Head ; and before Noon the Poiſon ſo opperated, that 


he went home in the Coach haſten'd to Bed, and ne- 
ver roſe again : The Phyſician who was call'd ( for. 


there were but one near the Place) found him Dead, 


and inquir'd no farther. My Siſter- in. law griev'd 
extremely, but hid it as much as ſhe could; I com- 
forted and laugh'd her out of it as much as I was able, 
and did all that was poſſible to oblige her, and 
made her every day little Preſents, And in fine, 


about a Month after my Rival's Death, my Wife be- 


ing ſent for to a rich Uncle's, ten Miles off, who lay 
a dying ; and being not to return that Night, or per- 
haps in two or three, I reſoly'd to execute my wicked 
deſign upon Emilia; it was Winter, the Winds blew, 
and the Stars gave no light; it was a Night dark as 
the Deed I went to execute, and the lovely innocent 
Emilia lay lock'd in Slumbers, ſweet as thoſe of new 
born Infants, and none but my wretched ſelf, whom 
Luſt and an unlawful Paſſion rack'd, was waking, I 
roſe, and throwing only my Night-gown over me, 
with my Slippers on, and my drawn Sword in my 
Hand, and a Dark-lanthorn, I went ſoftly to her 
Chamber, and enter'd it without any Noiſe : _L ap- 
— the Bed with trembling ſteps, and found her 

eeping: I gazed upon her with the utmoſt Tranſport, 
and putting my Lanthorn into the Chimney, having 
lock d the Door within fide, I ſtole into Bed to her, 


having laid my Sword on the Bed; I claſp'd her ſo 


faſt in my Arms that ſhe could not ſtir, and ſtopping 
her Mouth with Kiſſes, prevented her making any 
noiſe ; ſhe ſtruggled in vain; I effected my Deſign, 
and betwixt Threats and Entreaties ſo govern'd her, 
that ſhe permitted my ſtay till almoſt day-light, when 


' Tretir'd to my Chamber with the utmoſt Satisfaction; 


and now I thought of nothing but repeating my Joys. 


1 had ſome Stings of Conſcience, but I ſtifld them 


with a Bottle; and my Wite ſtaying out three Nights 
we paſt them, as we thought, very agreeably ; She 
returned home, brought the pleaſing News that her 
Uncle was dead, and left ber three thouſand 3 
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Tu x criminal Converſe betwixt Emilia and me con- 
tinued for ſix Months, and I found frequent Oppor- 
tunities of enjoying her; but at laſt we were alarm'd 
with the fatal ſigns of her being pregnant; I E 
chas'd and gave her ſuch Drugs as might cauſe Abor- 
tion, but in vain, and ſhe grew big: My Wife who 
dearly lov'd her, was extremely concern'd at her be- 


ing indiſpos d. And now Emilia began to make a 


thouſand Reproaches, and grew to almoſt hate me. 
I ſeveral times reſolv'd to Poiſon her, and ſo pre- 
vent our mutual Infamy ; but the Affection I ſtill had 
for her made me deſiſt from it. One Night my 
Wife being gone from home to a Lady's who was in 
Labour, I ſtole to Emilia's Bed, and we ſlept in 


one another's Arms, ſhe waken'd me with her 


Skrieks; 1 aſk'd her what ail'd her, but in vain ; 
the cold Sweat trickled down her Face and ſhe 
ſeem'd quite bereft of her Senſes; See there he 
ſtands, ſhe cry'd, Villain, Monſter, what Poiſon } 
did he give thee Poiſon ? barbarous Wretch : and 


ſhall I fall a Victim to his Cruelty alſo. She con- 


tinued to rave thus for ſome time ; at laſt ſhe faint- 
ed in my Arms, and then recovering, threw her 
Head into my Boſom, and let fall a Shower of 
Tears: I embrac'd her, and cry'd my Dear what 
ails you: Oh, faid ſhe, I have had a Dream that 
has fil'd my Soul with Horror, my Limbs ſhake 
"and Fear ſeizes every Joint : methought I ſaw. the 
dead Leander ſtanding by the Bed-fide in his Shroud, 
his Face was pale as Death, he had a China Cup in 
his Hand, he looked ſtedſaſtly upon me, and then 
Pointing to you, gave three ſuch diſmal Groans as 
would have each even pierc'd a ſtubborn Heart : Me- 


thought I ſaw his Boſom heave, Labouring as if ſome 
dire Secret ſtruggled in his Breaſt to be diſcloſed, 


then thrice he ſhuck his Head and frown'd on you, 
at laſt he ſpoke, and in a hollow Voice cry'd, I here, 
there, in thy Arms, ruin'd Emilia, fleeps my cruel 


Murderer : Curſt is thy Fate; thy harmleſs Infant 


ſhall not ſee the Light, nor e'er be freed from thy 
; unhappy 
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unhappy Womb. I would diſcloſe ſomething of 
mighty Conſequence to thee, but han't Permiſſion for 
to do it; prepare for Death, as I am now fo ſhall 
you ſhortly be, and let the Murderer beware ; he 
ny” me the fatal Morning we ſaw one another 
aft ; this fatal Cup of Coffee teceived the poiſonous 
Doſe, he put it in my Hand, farewell remember 
Death ;. my Blood cries out for juſt Revenge, Re- 
venge, Revenge, At theſe moſt direful Words he 
vaniſh'd, and. O Heavens! he's here again 
ſhe cry'd, Oh hide me, hide me, or I die with Fear. 
She clung about me, and I was fill'd with fo much 
Horror, that | fled the Chamber ; my guilty Con- 
ſcience ſtar'd me in the Face: She quickly follow'd 
to my Chamber, I took her into Bed, and did all I 
could to perſuade her it was nothing but a Dream, 
but in vain: She aſk'd me a hundred times over if, 
I knew nothing of Leanders Death. The Day- 
break forc'd her from my Chamber : In fine, ſhe 
was nightly tormented with ſuch Viſions, and I be- 


gan to be ſo diſtracted with the Terrors of my Con- | 
ci 


ence, and Fear of Diſcovery, and her approach- 
ing Lying-in, that I reſolv'd to get rid of her the 
ſame way as I had done of my Rival, and I gave 
her ſuch another. Doſe ; but my Wife ſending for an 
able Phyſician, upon viewing her Body, and exa- 
mining into the Circumſtances of her Death, he diſ- 
cover'd that ſhe was both big with Child; and poi- 
ſon'd ; he uſed all means to recover her, but in vain. 
And now pretending a mighty Concern for her and 
our own Reputation, I adviſed my Wife to ſmother 
the Diſcourſe as much as poſſible, and told her, 
doubtleſs ſhe had been debauch'd by ſome of our own 
' Domeſticks, whoſe mean Birth made her aſhamed to 
marry him ; and ſo ſhe had at laſt fallen into ſuch 
deſpair, reflecting on her own Folly, that ſhe had 
Poiſoned herſelf, This paſs'd current with my Wife 
and every body elſe ; we inter'd her handſomely, as 
became her Quality and Fortune, which fell to my 
Wife. And thus I conceal'd my Crimes o_ _ 

or 
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World, and got rid of my Fears; but the all- ſearch- 
ing Eye of the Almighty - could not be blinded. I 
ſought all kinds of Diverſion to prevent thinking; T 
wenta hunting every Day, and. drank my Bottle or 
two every Night, to get ſome Reſt, and prevent 
Thought; and thus I was, I fancy'd tolerable eaſy ; 
yet I could not hear a Paſſing- Bell without trembling, 
and Death was never mention'd, or a Funeral paſs'd 
in my Sight, but my Soul ſhiver'd. My Wife grew 
ſickly and I was forced at laſt to lie alone: This 
was-inſupportable, and I reſolved to make a Jour- 
ney to Dublin, with Hopes to find better Company, 
and to be diverted with ſeeing Rlays frequently: In 
fine, I ſet out with no other Attendants but two Ser- 
vants, with my Wife's Approbation, who was to 
follow me if ſhe grew better. I went twenty Miles 
the firſt Day, and lay at a very good Inn at Night: 
T had a Candle left burning in my Chamber, as was 
my Cuſtom, and being ſomething tired I ſoon fell a 
fleep; but, juſt Heavens! I was preſently wak'd by 
a Perſon's opening the Door, who had the Form of a 
Woman; ſhe was in an Undreſs, and her white Sars- 
net Hood was pull'd down over her Face: She took 
up the Candle, and came to the Bedſide. I was be- 
fore ſurpriz'd, but judge what I felt when I diſco- 
vef'd the Face, and ſaw it was my dear murdered 
Emilia : Villain, ſaid ſhe, you think to fly the Place 
where you committed the black Deeds you have done, 
toget more Eaſe elſewhere; Remorſe ſhall ſtill pur- 
ſue you. She ſtruck me on the Face, and the Blood 
ſtreaming from my Noſe, ſhe clap'd a Handkerchief 
ſhe had in her Hand to it, and cry'd, When you fee 
me and this again, remember you are call'd to Judg- 
ment, and your diſſolution is at hand. She yaniſh' 
and left me in a unexpreſſible Agony; all the Hor- 
'Tor of my Guilt was now before my Eyes, and I be- 
gan to have a true Sence of my Condition: I roſe, and 
| threw my {elf on my Kaees, imploxing the Almigh- 
3. Pardon as I ought. The — I rea 
Dublin, there I locked my ſelf up in my Chamber, 


— 
- 


Wife dying; ſhe liv'd but a few Days after my Ar- 
rival: I bury'd her nobly, as ſhe deſerv'd, 1 


'to do my Du 


-tocn Days paſt, 
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ck of Day, and led a lief tran Pramice, 0 
Surprize of all that heard of my Arrival, and came 
to ſee me. I ſoon returned home, and found my 


now 
put in Execution what I had before deſign'd. I ſent 

r my younger Brother, and deliver'd into his Hands 
all my Eſtate, making him enter into Obligations 
with me in writing, to give one third partof the Re- 
yenues of it yearly to the Poor of the Pariſhes round 
about where my Eſtate lies, and to give me two 
thouſand Pounds in ready Money. Aſter this I took 
leave and returned the Money by Bills to Anagb, 
and taking only one faithful Servant with me, whom 


I could truſt, a Lad that had been born and bred up 


in my Houſe, I ſet out for that Place. Being arri- 
ved there, I ſought for a proper Place to retire to, 


reſolving to live a Recluſe the reſt of my Life; and by 


the ſtricteſt Penance, and continual Prayer to en- 
deavour to reconcile my ſelf to the Almighty, and 
thro' my Savour's Merits obtain Pardon of my great 
and henious Sins. I found this neighbouring Wood 
very fit for my Deſign, and bought the poor mean 
Cottage I have ever fince lived in, of a poor Peaſant 
who Seit there with his miſerable Family: I gave 
kim an hundred Pounds for it, to put them in the 
World, to them an immenſe Sum, and they left their 
Habitation to me, with a thouſand Thanks and Bleſſ- 
ings. I provided my ſelf of ſuch a poor Habit as 


you now ſee me in, and left my other Cloathes 


with my Servant, whom I put into a Shop, to get his 
Living, at a Town hard by ; he brings mea Loaf of 
Bread every three Days, with ſome Roots or ſuch 
Herbs as I want, for I have eat nothing elſe theſe 
forty Years, except in Sickneſs. I go thrice a Year 
7 to God, by receiving the bleſſed Sa- 

crament. And now the Son of my Servant comes 
to me, his Father being unable to come himſelf ; 
tho to my great Surprize he has neglected it for fif- 
and I fear ſome Miſchance has 1 

= 


ay * 


e 
e 
* 
ho 
* 
t 
s 
8 


JET ÜͤUᷣ mp on. IO bas © . GS -m ²-ůͥuͥpʒ +» ⏑⁹ 3 ˙ = FF 


The Lady LUCY. 37 

Fel the poor Lad theſe troubleſome Times. T have 
thus liv'd without copverſing with any human Crea- 
ture theſe forty Years ; and in continual expectation 

of ſeeing that dreadful Handkerchief that muſt warn 
me away hence, to appear at the great Tribu- 

nal above, where I muſt expect my final Doom. I 


| Know, faid he, that theſe kind of Relations of p- 


aritions are look'd upon by a great part of the 
World as Fictions, and the Product of weak Brains; 
nor ſhall I pretend to determine whether they be ths 
real Spirits of the Perſons ho appear, or their good 
Ange's who aſſume their Shapes by the divine Per- 
miſſion, to diſcover the Murders of {ſuch Perſons as 
were in their care, or to awaken the Conſciences of 
ſuch wretched harden'd Sinners as I was to Repen- 
tance; or whether the Almighty cauſes ſuch Forms 
to appear to the Imaginations of ſuch Perſons : This 
is a Search too curious for our finite Underſtandings; 
Þut this is moſt certain from the Teſtimony of all 
Ages, that ſuch things have been frequentinall Times; 
that even at Mid-day, Apparitions have been 

ſeen by Perſons of the greateſt Courage and Integ- 
rity; and that ſuch Secrets have by this. means heen 
diloover'd, as could never have come to the know- 
ledge of thoſe to whom they appear d, any other way. 
What Irelate to you at this time I know tp be truth, 
and will aver it with my laſt Breath; and let us not 
flatter our ſelves that our Crimes can be conceal'd, 


tho afted with ever ſo much ſecrecy, for the Al- 


mighty who ſees our Actions, can make uſe even 


of the Tongues and Spirits of the Dead to reveal 


them, and melt 'the moſt obdurate Heart in a mo- 
ment into Repentance, even to eonfeſs and have a 
true Senſe of his Faults. Here our Hermit grew 
very faint, and defir'd ſome Wine, which was given 


bim. Thereſt of the Day was paſt in pious Reflec- 


tions, and good Diſcourſe on this ſtrange Hiſtory. 
They concluded the diſguiſed Perſons, who had us'd 
che old Gentleman ſo — muſt be Thie vez 
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who had fled to that Wood for Shelter. They leſt 
him at Night to his Repoſe: | 
Ar break of Day he call'd to the Farmer, and 
beg'd he would fetch a Prieſt, for he ſhould die be- 
fore Night; the Farmer was ſurpriz'd, and left his 
ood old Father'to attend him whilſt he went, there 
ing none nearer than a Mile off, where a Catholic 
Gentleman kept a Chaplain. The Prieſt being come, 
the Hermit declar'd that he had that Night ſeen the 
Apparition, with the bloody Handkerchief ; that 
the look'd on him with a ſmiling Countenance, and 
ſaid, *Tis I, prepare for Death, your Prayers are heard 
and ſo vaniſh'd ; before Noon he fell into ſtrong 
Convulſions, and felt the Approaches of Death: 
The Prieſt gave him the laſt Sacraments, and he ex- 
ird before ſeven at Night, having order'd how the 
oney he had left at Armagh ſhould be diſpos'd of 
toſuch Uſes as might benefit his Soul, He diſ- 
cover'd his Name and Quality to the Prieſt who put 
his Body into a Herſe, and went with it to his Eſtate 
where he found the Deceaſed's Brother, who was 
much ſurpriz'd, having never heard any News of 
him, fince he went to Armagh: He bury'd him 
— his Anceſtors, and on hearing the Particu- - 
lars of his paſt Actions, was fill'd with Admiration, 
for his Brother had ever paſt for a very good Man 3 
he was ſorry to hear that he had been guilty of ſuch 
Crimes, but rejoic'd that he had ſo greatly repented, 
and ſo well prepar'd himſelf for Death ; concluding 
with himſelf, how little we are able to make a true 
Judgment of Perſons whillt they are living, and how 
incapable of diſtinguiſhing the good Chriſtian from 
the Hypocrite. 1 need not tell you what an Im- 
preſſion this Hermit's Story and Death made upon 
the old Lady and her virtuous Daughter; but above 


i | all on the young Lord: he reflected ſeriouſly on the 
+ Crime he and Henrietta had committed, and quite 
0 chang'd his Reſolutions of taking her from her 
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him to carry her to Flanders, and there place her in 
a Convent, and to enter himſelf into ſome religious 
Society. | 


. IV . 


O T many Days after the Death of the Her- 
mit, the brave Captain Albertus arrived, to 
y a Viſit to the Ladies : He had quitted his Poſt, 
| 2m te a Man who had a good Fortune in Germany 
and came to acquaint Lady Lucy, that if ſhe was 
diſpoſed to marry and go with him, he was ready to 
conduct her and her Mother to Germany, where ſhe 
ſhould find a plentiful Fortune, and noble Family to 
welcome her. He brought along with him a Youth, 
whom he met withal in the way, in the manner 
following. ' 
As he was riding by the adjacent Wood with three | 
| Servants, he ſaw this Youth come running towards b 
him, quite out of breath; he appear'd as if he fear'd 
being purſu'd, and beg d of him to let him attend i 
him to the next Town, for he ſaid that he had juſt 5 
eſcap'd from the Hand of a Band of . Robbers, with 
whom he had been kept fourteen Days a Priſoner : | 
- The Captain, taking pity of this Youth, Let him ger 
- up behind one of his Footmen, and ſo brought him 
- hither, not knowing what or who he was. Tis need- 
leſs to tell you how welcome the Captain was to the 
two Ladies: but the young Lord, who was in a ſort 
of a — — Melancholy ever ſince the Death of 
the Hermit, was in an Extaſy when he ſaw the Youth, | 
| who ran to him, and throwing his Arms about bis q 
Neck, ery'd out, bleſt Heavens ! my dear Lord, are 
you then alive? and do I behold you again in my 
Arms praiſed be that God who has preferv'd us: 
both to meet again. This was enough to diſcover 
to the Company that it was Henrietta in Man's. 
D 2. Cloaths; 
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Cloaths. He receiv'd her with open Arms, and' at- 
ter'd ſo many paſſionate Expreſſions, that it was in 
vain for ſome time that the Ladies delir'd to know 
her Adventures; at laſt ſhe told them, that as het 
Huſband, the old Knight, was carryitg her back to- 
his Caſtle, attended only by two of the Soldiers, a 
Band of Thieves, well arm'd and well mounted, and 
Vizards on their Faces, met with them, and hearing 
my Lamentations, ſaid ſhe, cry'd, St:nd, you old 
Villain ; what are- you going to do with rhat hand-- 
ſome Youth ? He anſwering rudely, one of them dis- 
charg'd a Piſtol in his Face, and kill'd him on the 
Spot: The two Soldiers ran away, and left me in 
their Hands, more than half dead with Grief and 
Fear: They plunder'd my Huſbind's Pockets, and 
took what Gold he had, as alſo his Watch and Rings, 
throwing his Papers about, which I gather'd up; 
and there I found the fatal Letter you had ſent to me, 
to acquaint me with your return from the Army; 
mention was alſo made of my being big with Child, 
This Letter I had miſt out of my Cabinet for ſome 
time before, which doubtleſs he had a falſe Key to, 
by this means he got knowledge of our Intrigue, and 
ſo it was not hardfor him to diſcover-us perhaps 
the Gardiner might alſo betray ſomething to- him of 
our Eſcape and your Habit. But now to return to 
my own Story, what Treatment the Thieves gave me, 
I beg'd to be let go, but in vain, doubtleſs they ſus- 
pected that I was a Woman; and the Leader or 
Captain of them had taken a likeing to me, for he 
commanded them, not to ſtand prating, but to tye 
my Hands behind me and make off; they did ſo, and 
mounted me before one of them. and ſo they rid 
towards the Wood as faſt as their Horſes Legs could 
carry them. Being come thither they enter'd a poor 
Cottage, where I found they made their Abode, ard 
lody'd the Booty they-got. Here I found a poor 
ib Woman and her Daughter, who ſpake nothing 
but their native Tongue, which tho we are all born 
in the ſame Kingdom, except the Captain, yet we 
. are 


8 —— S 


The Lay L UCY.. . a 
are not able perfectly to underſtand. Theſe two 
Creatures dreſt their Victuals, and fetch'd Proviſions, . 
and what ever they wanted, from the — 
TE their poor Habits rendering them unſuſ- 
pected. They had doubtleſs committed many Robbe- - 
ries that Day, for . pull'd out a great many Watch- 


es, Rings, and abundance of Money. They ſhut all 
the Doors, and ſent their Horſes to a Farmer's on 
the other ſide the Wood, where I find they are kept 
for them ; here they were very merry, eating and 
drinking plentifully. They were mighty civil to me 
in their way, and told me no Injury ſhould be offer'd. 
to me. Their Captain told me he was a better Man 
than perhaps I thought him, . for he was the. Son of 
as good a Family as any in the Kingdom, tho a Ca- 
det ; and had more Money now at his Command ; 
than many that were in great Poſts.in the Govern- 
ment, and robb'd the Publick. And then addreſſing 
himſelf to his Companions, My Fellow- Adventurers, 
ſaid he, this delicate choice Morſel I prefer to the 
reſt of the Booty we have this Day gotten ; divile 
the Money of. this Day amongſt you, I will take 
this pretty Boy. My:concern was at this time ſo ex- 
ceſlive, and my Fears, together with the Fright I had 
ſuffer'd before, that I felt the Pains of Labour com- 
ing on, I fainted in the Chair as I fat at Table, he 
role to help me, and pour'd ſome Uſquebagh down 
my Throat; this recoverd me, but haſten'd my Pains. 
] was oblig'd to make known my Condition, on which 
they had ſo much Humanity, as to let the Women 
help me to Bed; and there without any other aid 1 
was that Night deliver'd of my Child, who lived not 
an Hour,. in which time, weak as I was, I forgot 
not to Baptize it by my ownName, it being a Daughter. 
This fortunate Accident, which I look on as a Provi- 
dence, prevented a greater Misfortune, which muſt 
doubtleſs have otherwiſe befallen me. About Mid- 
night I heard ſomebody knock gently at the Houſe- 
door, and give a whiſtle, on which it was open'd, 
and I heard a Man's Voice, who ſaid, Let the Gentle- 
4 | D 3 men 
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men be ready on the Road to Armagh by four a 
Clock, for the'e is a Booty will paſs by. Soon after 


I heard the Horſes come to the Door, and all the 


Thieves rid away. I was ſo weak, tho I wanted for 
nothing to eat or drink, that I could not go croſs 
the poor Room I lay in for ten Days, but getting a 
little ſtrength to ſtand at the Window and creep 
down ſtairs, I meditated how to get away. I he Cap- 
tain made me two or three Viſits, and ſeem'd to 
rejoice that I mended : And I believe they are all 
Gentlemen but ſuch as are ruin'd either by their 
own Imprudence and Vices, or by the change of Af - 
fairs in the Kingdom, but I trembled at his Compli- 
ments, and could not bear the hateful Thoughts of 
yielding to my Huſbands Murtherer, tho he was fo 
unkind to me ; and much more of being made for 
ever unworthy of you, my dear Lord, whoare, and 
ever was, the only Object of my Affection. No, my 
beloved Henrietta, ſaid he, I am indeed the Murtherer 
of your Huſband, I am the ſole cauſe of his Death 
and we muſt both do what we can to expiate cur 
Crime, but of that we will talk hereafter, proceed, 
She look'd upon him with ſome Concern, and went 
on with her Relation. This Morning, ſaid ſhe, the 
old Woman being gone out for Proviſions, and the 
young one. employ'd in making my Bed, I found 
means, weak as I am, to make my eſcape, not know- 
ing one ſtep of the Way, nor which path to take: but 
I fancy'd if I was once got out of the Wood, I ſhould 
not fail to meer with ſome honeſt Paſſengers, who 
would go with or direct me to a Town, from whence 
I might get means to go to my Father's, or my own 
Home, and get ſome News of you, for whom I wes 
a hundred times more in pain than for my ſelf, reſol- 
ving if you were dead to live « Widow all the reſt 


of my Days, retir'd from the World. The reſolu- 
tion was good, my dear Henrietta, ſaid the young 
Lord, and I thank you, but remember you broke 
your firſt Vows. 'The Ladies welcom'd her, and 
thoſe ſerious Diſcoarles were laid aſide. 


The 
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Tu young Lady lent her a decent Habit, in which 


they could not but admire her Beauty and Shape. 


The Captain was very importunate with the young 
Lady Lucy to grant his Suit; and in a few Days all 
things were agrecd, and a Prieſt was ſent for, who 


Join'd their Hands, as Heaven had done their Hearts 


and made in all appearance, one happy Pair. The 
young Lord conſulted this good Father about Henri- 
etta and himſelf, who enjoynd them both a Year's 
Pennance, and then gave leave that they ſhould mar- 
ry, in conſideration of their being contracted toge- 
ther before her former Marriage, And now the La- 
dies inform'd the Captain of the Treaſure they had 
ſav'd, and all things were got ready in order for the 
Captain and his Mother-in.law, with the old Stew- 
ard, who beg'd to attend his dear Ladies, to embark 
with the bei Opportunity of a Veſſel for to go to 
Oftend, and ſo from thence by Land to Heidelberg, 
near which the Captain's Eſtate lay, and the young 
Lord and Henrietta, who did not think it ſafe to re- 


main in Ireland. agierd to go with them: So he 


writ to a near Relation in Dublin, to ſecretly remit 
him Money to Armazh, where he had lodged a 
conſiderable Sum, wh:ch he had brought thither in 
Bills, and let him know where he was going to ſettle 
and with whom. One of the Captain's Servants 
carry'd the Letter, and ſoon return'd with a ſatisfac- 
tor; Anſwer. . 

Do xis this interval of time, from the Captain's 
Arrival to their Departure, it was agreed that an 
Information ſhould be given to one of the Magiſtrates 
of Armagh, to ſend ſome to apprehend the Neſt of 
Highway-men in the Wood, and the old Steward 
was accordingly ſent, and return'd with a ſufficient 
Force to apprehend them, having a Troop of Horſe, 
but too late, for they found none but the two Wo- 
men, who on Examination confeſt, that they were a 
Company of Deſperate Gentlemen, who were fled 
for fear of diſcovery : the Eſtates of three of them 


being loſt, of which their Captain was one, the reſt 


were 
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were younger Brothers : All had been engag'd for- 
their Maſter King James : I hat they had taken up 
this way of Life outof Diſpair, and were now all fled- 
out of the Kingdom, in a ſmall Veſſel which they 
had hired at the next Port, to carry them and their 
Joop either to France or Holland, they knew not 
which: That they were ignorant of all their Names, 
they having never made uſe but of thoſe they were 
chriſtn'd by, as Tom, Vill, Harry, &c. and what 


they knew they had been inform'd of only by their 


diſcourſe to one another. This was all that could be 
diſcover'd ; however, the Magiſtrates caus'd the Cot- 
tage to be pull'd down, and ſent the two Women to 
the Houſe of Correction; and examin'd the Farmer 
where Henrietta had heard their, Horſes Stood ; but 
that was no Proof fince ſhe only heard it, and did 
not appear; ſo the Farmer deny'd it, and was 


let go. | 


Ans now a Ship was hired to carry our Hereine- 
and the reſt to O/tend ; and they all embark'd with 
their Treaſure, and had a ſafe Pailage : And paſſing - 
thro' many fine Towns and ſtring Cities, in their 
way to Heidelberg, they view'd all that was curious 
both in the Churches and Palaces, with which the 
Ladies were well pleas'd, having never travebd in 
foreign Countries before. Being at laſt arrived at 
the Captain's Eſtate, his Relations, who were people 
of great Quality, received them with much Civility 
and Magnificence : And now the old Lady and her 
virtuous Daughter bleſs'd God, and thought them- 
ſelves complatly happy, after their Misforcunes, It 
was impoſſible that a Man could be fonder of a Wife 
than the brave Albertus was of his; he doated upon 
her, and nothing was wanted to compleat their Fe- 
Jicity : She brought him three fine Children in three 
Year's time; two of which, being Daughters lived. 
Nor was the young Lord leſs pleaſed with the charm- 
ing Henrietta, whom he had marry'd the Day after 
their Year of Pennance was . Theſe accom- 


pliſh'd Perſons liv'd all together, and the 8 
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Lady Eucy grew every Day not only more Charming 
but more improv'd in her underltanding, and her Con- 
verſation was admired and coveted by every Body, 


Who had the Honour to enjoy it. She was pru- 


dent without being reſerved, and gay without Folly. 


And tho ſhe was not yet twenty, the was as good a 


Manager of her ſelf and Family, as if ſhe had been 


' forty, Yet ſo precarious is the Proſperity of this 
World, that an unforeſeen Misfortune ruined and 


made her become one of the moſt wretched Creatures 
breathing. Acbertu had a Couſin who was a Colo- 
nel in the Emperor's Army; a Lord, younger and as 
handſome and aecompliſh'd as himſelf: This Gentle- 
man came to Heide/terg, and went ſoon after his Ar- 
rival to pay a Viſit to his Kinſman Abertus, there he 
faw the charming Lady Lucy, his new Relation, and 
fell ſo 2 in Love with her, that he forgot 

all Ties of Religion and Blood, He ftay'd at bis 
Kinſman's three or four Days, too long for his Repoſe 
and this unhappy Lady's ; his Viſits were very fre- 


quent for two Months after, during which time he 


kept the fatal Secret to himſelf. He gave the Ladies 
a hundred Diverſions, took them and their Huſbands 
a hunting, made Balls and Maſquerades to divert and 
ſurprize them, in fine, he was magnificent in all 
Things, both as to Habit and Expences, which is the 
moſt ready way to engage the fair Sex. 

ALBERTUus began to diſcern his Paſſion for his 
Lady, and Jealouſy, the worſt of Frenzys, enter'd his 
Breaſt, after which, *tis needleſs to tell you, that he 
miſconſtrued every Look and Geſture of his Inno- 
cent Wife, and began to grow cool in his behaviour 
to her. She too ſoon perceiv'd this cruel Change and 
ſtrove by her exceſſive Tenderneſs of him to rekindle 
his Love, and diſcover the Occaſion of this Altera- 


tion. This increas'd his Jealouſy, and he imagin'd ſhe 


did this to cloke her Falſhood, and that it was all 
Diſſimulation. She nightly preſs'd him to diſcloſe to 
her, the Reaſons why he was ſad and penſive, ſhe 
wept upon his Boſom, but all in vain, he ſeem'd not 

. to 
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to —— In fine, he waited for an Opportunity 
to diſcover the Truth, reſolving to have ſuch a Re- 


venge of both, as might ſatisfy kis Rage and recom - 


pence the Loſs of his Honour. 

Tu E amorous Frederick was blind to all but his rage- 
ing Paſſion, and now he could no longer keep the 
Secret, and fearing to truſt a mean Perſon with a Mes- 
age or Letter to her, not being able toget to the Speech 
of her alone, becauſe ſhe gave him no Opportunity, 
tho not out of Deſign, but becauſe it was not her 


Cuſtom to be ever out of the Company of her Mother, 


Huſband, or ſome other of the Family, She in truth 
highly reſrected this young Lord, as being her Hus- 


band's Kinſman, and a Perſon who always ſtrove to 


oblige both her and hers, but ſhe never thought of 


Love. Heat laſt pitched ag Henrietta, her deareſt 


Friend, whom he perceived to be a Lady not alto- 

ther ſo reſerved and prudent in her Conduct, as 

y Lucy was, for that Lady was freer, and leſs upon 

her Guard, and had indeed taken too great a liking 
to him, for ſhe ſecretly Loves him. She was in 


ber Nature more inconflant and leſs virtuous than 


the more perſect Lucy, as her former conduct had 
ſhown. After having engaged her to Secrecy, he 
= her a Letter to deliver to her Coufin, making 

er ſwear the moſt facred Oaths neither to open it, 
or deliver it into any other Hand. She received it 
with the utmoſt Perplexity, too well gueſſing the 
Contents, and retiring into- her Chamber, view'd it 
for ſome time with a Woman's Curioſity, long dis- 
puting whether ſhe would break the ſolemn Pro- 


miſes ſhe had made, and open it, or perform her Du- 


ty. But when the Paſſion of unlawfal Love has 
once taken Poſſeſſion of a Heart, no Promiſe: can 


bind, and Religion it ſelf is forgotten. She open'd 


the fatal Billet-daux, and found theſe words in it. 


Madam 


Madam, | 

OW N fo much Virtue appears in all your Condud, 

that I baue not the leaſt Occaſion to hope for any 
Pity from Lucinda, the beft, and moſt beautiful of her 
Sex : Your Soul and Body are altogether divine, but tis 
that Virtue, and that Beauty that have captivated my 
Reaſon ; I die to trofſeſs you, cannot live without | 
grant me one M ment of your Company alone, pa” oo 
ſuch Advice may flow from your roſy Lips, as may cur# 
my Lunacy : Fear nothing from a Man who is intirely 
devoted to your Service, a Man wwho awould ſacrifice « 
thouſand Lives to ſerve you, and rather die a thouſand | 
Deaths than offend yau. Fam ſo difirattedly in love, that (| 
I know neither what to ſay or do, except that I am the ſ 
moft paſſionate of all Mankind, aud the moſt wretched, if -_ 


{ 

do not condeſcend to give me a favourable Hearing: \& 

There is no Crime in this, and I will never aſe more | | 
than your Bounty will beflowon — © - | 


Wrrn Henrietta read this amorous Epiſtle, Rage 
and Jealouſy burnt in her Breſt, and ſhe was all on 
Fire to be reveng'd, but reflecting a little, Woman's 
Wit which is very happy always at Invention, open'd 
her Eyes, and ſhe found ſhe had now the moſt favou- 6 
rable Opportunity in the World to enjoy the Man ſhe | 
loved, and throw the Infamy of the Deed upon ano- 
ther. Now ſhe need only perſonate the innocent 
Lady Lucy, counterfeit her Hand, with which ſhe was 
too well acquainted, and ſupply her Place. Tran- \ 
ſported with this Thought ſhe writ the N 
Leiter, and put it into the enamour'd Fredericia Ha 
the next Day, as they were walking in the Gardens 
of the Caſtle after Dinner. 


1 RECEIVED your Letter from the Hands of my 
deareft Friend, in aubeſe Breaſt 1 am ſure all 
Secrets are ſafe : I have too well gueſi d that you had 
* Some ſuch Inclination for me ; I ought not, "tis true, to 
have returned an Anſwer to ſuch a Propoſal, Alas ! 


"oy 
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any Lord you forget that | am marry'd : You believe me 
virtuous, Why do you tempt me to run the Riſque of being 
otherwiſe? You promiſe you will aſt nothing but what 


1 may with honour grant; for /o 1 would underfland © 


1: You beg a private Intereiew, becauſe you hope for 
ſome ſalutary dvice from me to cure you, I pray Heaven, 
1 may be able to do it. would defire that we might con- 
tract ſuch a Friendſhip, as may laſt as long as our Lives; 
but I tremble at the Thought of a criminal 1ffe&ion ; 
Yet Thaw ſo great Confidence in your Honour, that I 
will truft my ſelf with you alone; come to my Cloſet next 
the Gardens at nine this Evening, and lay till I come to 

you, my Huſband will then be engag'd at\Ombre, and. 7 


can firal away : Neither aſk nor hope any Thing, but 


what I maygrantwith Honour. Burn this Leiter and 
make a right Uſe of this Indulgence I fhew for you, 
Adieu | LET 


OvR impatient Lover broke open and read theſe 
counterfeit Lines with the greateſt Tranſport, and 
- never doubted but that they came from the Miſtreſs 
_of his Heart, Meantime the innocent Lady thought 

nothing of the Ills that were ae gow ry her. At 
the Hour appointed the amorous Frederick fail'd not 


to take leave of the Company, pretended a Viſit 


to a neighbouring Gentleman, leaving 4bertus at 
Cards with ſome Gentlemen, and flew to the Cloſer, 


where he threw himſelf upon a Couch, and lay for 


near half an Hour on the Rack of Expectation before 
the Lady came; during which time Henrietta, whoſe 
Lord was alſo engag'd at Play, went into the Lady 
Lucys Apartment, who was gone to her Mother's 
Chamber, the old Lady being indiſpoſed, and put on 
one of the uufortunate Lady's Night- gowns, and pul- 
ling her white Sarſnet Hood over her Face, ſtole to 
the Cloſet, where the Lover received her with open 
Arms. They were obliged to whiſper, ſo that no 
Diſcovery could be made from her Voice: Many 
Paſſionate Expreſſions paſs'd on his Side, with a hun- 
dred Vo Promiſes of eternal Love and * 
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Sas ſcem'd altoget er ſo diſorder'd, that ſhe 
ſcarce knew what ſhe did or ſaid; ſo that he taking 
Advantage of that too commodious Opportunity, with 
a little H orce gained his Ends, for Love betray'd, the 
Fort within, while he aſſail'd without. Henrietta's 
Virtue was but frail, and could not ſtand the Teſt be- 
fore; ſhe had not the brave Lucy's Virtue, nor her 
Conduct. Thus they paſs'd a fatal Hour together, 
and then parted with mutual promiſes of Love, and 
Repetitions of their ſhort-liv'd Pleaſures, He ſtay'd 
ben ind {ome time in the Cloſet as ſhe order'd him, 
and ſhe took off her diſguiſe, and went down to the 
Company: Lord Frederick quitting the Cloſet went 
round by the Back-ſtairs, and ſo went to make his 
Viſit, greatly delighted and ſurpriz'd at his good For- 
tune, and the eaſy Conqueſt he.had made, when he 


expected a long Reſiſtance, which Lady Lucy's known 


Virtue might with juſt Reaſon make him apprehend : 
He returned to Supper, and at Table caſt his Eyes a 
hundred times upon the innocent Lady, wondring in 
himſelf that ſhe ſeem'd no way to regard, or return 
his amorous Glances; whilſt Henrietta redden'd and 
chang'd Colour cften, beirg vex'd that his Inclinati- 
ons were directed to another, and conſcious of her 
own Crime, yet ſo blinded with her wicked Paſſion, 
that ſhe thought not of Repentance. After this they 
had frequent Meetings in the ſame Place to which 
Henrietia procured him a falſe Key; yet ſhe found 
it often very difficult to find Opportunities in ſuch a 
manver as to prevent all Diſcovery ; But the old 
Lady continuing to keep her Chamber, and Lady Lucy 
being continually attending her, ſhe took the Oppor- 
tunity to perſonate her in the Cloſet, ſo that Lord 
Frederick ſmiled when he heard the Lady ſay to her 
Huſbard, I will go to my Mother, and ſoon tock 
ſome Opportunity to withdraw: And the porr young 
Lord, Henri:ita's Huſband, had no notion of his La- 
dy's faiſhovd. And now both Ladies proved with child, 
and Lord Frederick having had a Promiſe of a Viſit 
from Henrietta in the Night, and both Ladies being cut 
of order, and lying for that reaſon alone, he wrii the 

E . following 
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follwing Billei-douæ, and put it into Henrietta's Hand 
after dinner, before he went out a hunting with Alber- 
tus, and ſome other Gentlemen. 


WILL tive in hyye, my charming Lucy, and feaſt 

my Imagination with the pleaſing thoughts of aubat 1 
am to poſeſs this bleſt Night: Allour Enjoyments hitherto 
cannot equol what I now promiſe my ſelf. I wiſh the 
Sun may not riſe to morrow, but the Darineſi and heavy 
Slumbers may reign over all this Quarter of the World, 
that you may ſleep whole Hours in my longing Arms. Sure 
#0 Man ever loved fo much before, or ever Woman aua 


fo charming and jo kind, O] how I am raviſh'd, when 


1 behold the alteration of your Shape, and feel the ſweet 
Infant leaping at my Approach? When your fond blinded 
Huſband teils the Company, with a ſecret Pleaſure in his 
Face, you are with Child, how do 1 ſmile tis mine, 
and only mine? He muſt not have one Thought, think 
of me, my faireſt, all the Day, and dream all Night, 
that aue are ſleeping on the happy Couch. So ſoon as all 
are gone to Bed, TII fly to the Cloſet, there I ſhall count 
each tedious Huur till you come; haſte to my Arms, or } 
ſhall die with Impatience. May everlaſting Sleep ſeal 
p Albertus's Eyes, and give you all intirely to your 
Doating Lover, Frederick. 


Tr1s fatal Letter Henrietta, put into his Pocket, 
and fitting down to Cards with Lady Lucy, dropp'd 
out of it upon a Turkey work Carpet under the Table, 
and after Supper the Ladies retiring to their Apart. 
ments to goto Bed, Lord Frederick being withdrawn 
before, pretending be was much tired, and would go 
to reſt, the brave unfortunate 4/bertus, went into this 
Room to write ſome Letters, on the ſame 'Table the 
Ladies had played upon ; and ſealing of a Letter, he 
let fallthe Wax, on which calling his Valet de Cham- 
bre to take it up, he perceived the Letter, which 
was directed for the Lady Lucy : He ſnatched it up 
and ſoon read the dreadful Contents, but no Words 
can expreſs what he felt at that Moment. He bad 
his Gentleman leave the Room, who retired m— 

ately 


* 


ately much ſurprized, perceiving by his Maſter's Face 
= — dire Letter contained ſomething of 


great moment to him. Albertus fill'd with Rage, 


{natched up a Dagger, and flew towards the Cloſet, 
and paſling thro* a Gallery that led to it, he thought he 
perceived a Woman, by the Light of a Branch that 
hung in it, paſſing thro' a Room at the other End, 


which was the wretched Henrittta coming to her Gal- 


lant, and ſeeing him retired: This he concluded was 
his Wife, and he ſtopp'd a Moment to debate with 
himſelf, whether he ſhould not take his Revenge on 
her firſt; but then refieted that would expoſe his 


Misfortune, and ruin his and his innocent Children's 


Reputation: So he reſolv'd to kill the Raviſher of 
his Honour firſt, and puniſh her in a more ſecret man- 
ner. Accordingly he ſtole to the Cloſet, and entrmg 
in the dark, whiſper'd, where are you my Love? 
Here, my Angle, cry'd the amorous Frederic, why 
have you ftay'd ſo long? At theſe Words he leap'd 
from the Couch to embrace his Miſtreſs, and Alber- 
tus aim'd his Poniard ſo well, that he ſtabb'd him to 
the Heart, and he fell down dead, without ſaying one 
Word more, but only, O God, I am killed, bave 


Mercy on my Soul. Albertus ſhut the Door, and 


went for a Candle out of the Branch, with which he 
return'd, and ſhutting the Door, ſearch'd the dead 
Frederick's Pockets, and found there ſeveral Letters, 


which he believed to be his Wife's, ſo well had the 


wicked Henrietta counterfeited her Hand. He next 
conſider d what to do with the Body, and reſolv'd to 
drag it to a Balcony that was in the Gallery, and 
from thence throw it down into the Garden, that it 
might be believed he was kill'd and thrown there by 


fome Thieves or Aſſaſſins, who had watched his go- 


ing into the Cloſet from the Garden. This he per- 
form'd, and the Guilty Henrietta, who too well 
gueſſed the Cauſe of all this Miſchief, having miſſed 
her Letter, ſaw all this tragick Scene from the Cham - 


ber, in which ſhe had all this time hid her ſelf. After 


this Albertus retired to his Apartment, and ſhe to hers, 
| E 2 : but 
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but certainly full of the moſt diſmal Thoughts, and 
bittereſt Remorſe of Conſcience that ever Woman 
went to Bed withal. She had now received the juſt 
Reward ſuch vile horrid Actions merit: And now ſhe 
would,doubtleſs, have given the World, had ſhe been 
Miſtreſs of them, for one Moment's Peace of Mind. 
O if the vitious would but reflect one ſhort Hour on 
the State of their own Souls, how much would they 
Prefer that heavenly Peace of Mind which the vir- 
tuous enjoy, before all the lawleſs Pleaſures of this 
Life. 1 beg you would all reflect, who ſhall read 
this melancholy Hiſtory, on the 'I'ranſactions of this 
creadtul Night: An innocent Lady and her unborn 
Infant ruined ; a brave young Gentleman, who was 
dear to his Prince and Family, kill'd, and what is 
worſe, without any time ſor Repentance, ſnatched 
in a Moment, and ſent unprepared to appear before 
the dreadful Tribunal, from whence none can paſs 
to eternal Happineſs without being pure and holy : 
And the truly wretched Henrietta, dar'd not right 
her murder'd Lover on the Murderer, for fear all 
her vile Actions ſhould be diſcover'd. - The enraged 
Albertus, far from repenting of the raſh Deed he had 
done, paſs'd the Night in meditating what he ſhould 
do to his virtuous Wife, whom he had, indeed, too 
much Reaſon, as to all Appearance, to deteſt: But 
before he roſe he had made up his Reſolutions, ſo he 
appeared calm, and ſhew'd no extraordinary Concern 
when the-Servants alarm'd the Family with the News 
of Lord Frederick's Body being found murder'd in 
the Garden, The Lady Lag, who was good and 
kind te every thing, and had really an honourable 
Affection and Reſpett for her Huſband's Kinſman, 
who had indeed done all that was poſſible to gain her 
Efteem, and whole Love for her ſhe never had any 
Knowledge of, was very much concern'd, and ſhed 
Tears, lifting up her Hands, and begging of God 
that he would diſcover and bring his Murderers to 
Juſtice. This doubtleſs, more enraged Albertus, who. 
obſerved all her Actions; but he diſſembled his 

: Thoughts, 
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Thoughts, and mediated on nothing but his Revenge 
on her, which in a ſhort time after he effected: For 


the brave Lord Fredericl's Body being attended by 


his Kinſman Albertus, was conveyed in a Hearſe to 


his Father's, where he was nobly interr'd amongſt 


his Anceſtors ! after which Albertus returning home, 


prepar'd to execute is cruel Defign on his Lady, who 
was now near her Time. | 

Tas old Lady her Mother was grown ſo weak 
with a Fever and Ague, that ſhe could not walk about 
her Chamber, but as ſhe was led; and Henrietta was 
ſo ill with the Fright ſhe had ſuffer'd that fatal Night 
that had undone them all, that ſhe was deliver'd of a 
dead Child, and kept her Bed: Thus all Things con- 
curr'd to facilitate A/bertus's Deſign. He pretended 


that he had made a Vow of Devotion to go to a 


Church twenty Miles diſtant, to viſit the Shrine of a 
Saint, to procure the ſafe Delivery of his Lady, and 


the Life of the Child: He aſked her to go along 


with him, to which ſhe gladly conſented, being over- 
joy'd he would take her with him. And now he 


prepar d for this Journey, a long one indeed becauſe 


they were neither of them to return home again for 
many Years. He had order'd all his Affairs ſecretly 
for his Flight into England, whether he deſign'd to 
£0, having remitted conſiderable Sums of Money 


thither ; and the fatal Day of their Departure from 


home being come, he took leave of his Mother-in- 
Law, and two lovely Children, the little Ladies Lucy 
and Henrietta, but with ſuch inward Concern as may 
be imagin'd, He had made his Will, appointing 
his two Uncles. the Brothers of his own Mother, 


Guardians of his Children, two Noblemen of known 


Integrity, and unſpotted Character, and having 
ſealed it up in a Paper, he at taking leave, gave it 
to the old Lady, ſaying, Madam, if any misfortune 
ſhould befal us in the Way, I leave this in your 


Hands, and recommend the care of my Children 
and Family to you. His Lady tendgrly embraced 
her Mother and Children, and as ſhe was turning 


about 
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about to leave them, her Noſe guſh'd out a Bleed- 
ing, at which ſhe was a little ſurprized, and ſaid, 
Pray, my Dear, don't let us go, my Heart forebodes 
ſome III will befal us. He ſeem'd not to regard 
what, ſhe ſaid, but led her to the Coach: They ſet 
out in the Morning, and arrived at the Village they 
deſign'd that Night, where they lay, and very early 
the next Morning he wak'd her, and defir'd ſhe 
would rife and go with him to Church, that they 
might paſs the Day in Devotion, in order to return 

home the next. She readily obey'd, being ever fond 


of obliging him: Being dreſs'd, he would have her 


go on foot, it being not a Mile thither, and without 
Attendants. They were to paſs thro' a little Wood, 
beyond which the Chapel ſtood : They were no ſooner 
entered it, but two Men in Vizards came behind and 
ſeized her; they clapp'd a Gag in her Mouth, blind- 
folded her Eyes, and carry'd her into a Coach, into 
which her cruel Huſband alſo enter'd, and there be- 
ing fix Horſes they drove ſwiftly, but whither, and with 
what Deſign, ſhe knew not But now Albertus began 
to reveal the fatal Secret, by the crueleſt Reproaches, 
to all which ſhe could give no Anſwer but her Tears; 
and after he had vented his Rage ſufficiently, he 
freed her from the Gag in her Mouth, and unblinded 
her Eyes, and holding a Piſtol charged in his Hand, 
told her if ſhe offered to make any Noiſe or Reſiſt- 
ance he would kill her that Moment. And now it 
was that ſhe began to vindicate her Innocence, in 
Terms ſo ſoft, io moving, as would have touch'd the 
moſt obdurate Soul, and gein'd Belief of any but a 
Man like A/bertus: At laſt he ſhewed her the Letters 
which he had found in Frederict's Pocket, and the 
fa'al one that he had taken up urder the Table: At 
the Sight of theſe. ſhe was even 'Thunder-ſtruck, 
which he imputed to her Guilt; but alas! who would 
not have been ſtruck even dumb to ſee their Hand ſo 
counterfeited? Now what could ſhe ſay or do, but 
cry for Help from Heaven, to prove and clear her 


- Innocence? It was in vain that ſhe made Vows and 
Proteſtaiions 
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Proteſtations.of it, he was deaf to all. They never 
ſopp'd all Day to eat or reſt, and travell'd half the 
Night: And now it being Midnight, the Coach 
ſtopp'd; the fatal Moment was come when they were 
to part, for he dragg'd her out of the Coach, and 
having ſtabb'd her in three places, and fired his Piſtol 
at her Face, he left her for dead,- and getting into 


the Coach, having ſtripped of her Gown and upper 


Petticoat, to prevent her being known when found 
he made to the next Town, where the Coach inn'd, 
and ſet out early the nex: Day. He ſoon reach'd 
Oflend, and there leaving the Coach to be ſent back 
to the Town where the Villains, who were two Sol- 
diers he had procured for his execreable Deed, had 
hired it for him, he embark'd with them, and arrived 
ſafely in En2/and, where he diſmiſs'd his two Atten- 
dants with a good Sum of Money, with which they 
ſetcled in the Sea-Port they landed at, which was Har- 
wich, and never troubled themſelves about him. He 
came ſtrait to London, paid a Viſit to the Court, and 
got a new Commiſſion from King William, with 
whom he went into Flanders the next Spring. but 
made uſe of another Name. And now it is fit we 
ſhould return to the poor Lady, whom we left in fo 
deplorable a Condition. : 
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H O can deſtroy him whom the divine Pro- 
vidence thinks fit to ſpare ? He who is in the 
Almighty's Favour needs not fear the ſharpeſt Poniard, 
or the moſt potent Enemy ; Virtue and Innocence are 
Armour ſufficient to ſecure us from all Harms, even 
Leath it ſelf, Our chaſte Heroine, who had never 
ſwerved from her Duty either to God or Man, tho 


left full of Wounds, at midnight, in a diſſolate Foreſt, 


and great with Child, is the Care of Providence. 
Not far from this Place there was a Convent of Fran- 


e iſcan Friars, amongſt whom there was one whoſe 


56 The Adventures of 


Life was more exemplary than the reſt, ſo that he 
was juſtly eſteemed a very holy Perſon, his Faſtings 
and Works of Charity were ſo frequent and extraordi- 
nary, exce'ling his Brethern, that they had a ſecret 
Veneration for him: I he ſick were often cur'd by his 
Prayers ; and the periſhing Priſoner freed at his Re- 
queſt, in ſhort, he was an exceilent Chriſtian, and a 
Man much beloved of God. 

Tx1s pious Man, ſleeping on his mat on the Pave- 
ment, in his Cloiſter, as was his Cuſtom, locked up 
in ſweet Slumbers, ſuch as nothing bui a good Con- 
ſcience can procure, was doubtleſs viſited by ſome 
good Angel, or divinely inſy ired, for he dream'd 
that a Voice call'd aloud, and repeated theſe Words 
three ſeveral times, Father 7o/epb, ariſe, take a Light 
in your Hand, and haſten to the neighbouring Forreſt, 
there near an Oak, rent by Lightning ſeven Years 

agone, and bowed down towards the North, you will 
finda Woman cruelly wounded, altogether innocent 
of the Crime for which ſhe has been ſo inhumaaly 
treated: Do you endeavour to ſave her Life, and 
the Infant's with whom ſhe is now pregnant, a Bleſſin 
ſhall attend your Endeavour, and the Child ſhall be a 
great ornament to the Church ; delay not one Mo- 
ment to execute this Com mand. At the third Repe- 
tition of theſe Words he awoke, and without hefita- 
ting roſe, Girding on his gray. Frock and Sandals, 
he took a Candle and Lanthorn in one Hand, and his 
Staff in the other; he ſtay'd no longer than to put a 
Bottle of Cordial in uis Pocket, aud ſo ſec out, or he 
feared not the Darkneſs of the Night, nor the fury of 
wild Beaſts or Thieves, for he had nothing but his Life 
to loſe, and that he was ready to lay down with Plea- 
ſure: And tho he was not aſſured that it was more 
than a Dream; yet he rather choſe to endure the mid- 
night Cold, it being now Winter, which in theſe 
Parts is pretty ſevere, and run the greateſt Dangers, 
than omit his Duty, and loſe an Opportunity of doing 
_ O that ſuch a Spirit of Goodneſs, ſuch a De- 


of good Works, reigned in the Hearts of all 
mankind, 
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Mankind, what a Heaven would this Va'e of Miſery 
become ! He haſted to the Place, with which he was 
vell acquainted, for he had lopp'd many a Branch, 
and made and carry*d home to his Convent, upon his 
aged Bick, many Loads of Faggots, out of this For- 
reit, he ſoon reached the Oak, and foind the poor 
Lady, whom loſs of Blood, and the Fright, had bereft 
of all Senſe, ſo that at firſt he believed her quite dead, 
bit lifting her from the Ground, he poured ſome of 
the Cordial into her Mouth, and in a litt e time per- 
ceived ſome figns of Life in her; then tearing her 
Handkerchiet to RN he bound up her right Arm 
which was wounded ; for having no other Light but 
the Flambeau one of the Villains carried, A/bertus had 
by the Providence of God, which doubtles interpoſed 
given her no mortal Wound, but ſtabb'd her in the 
right Arm, the left Thigh, and a flight Wound in the 
left fide of her Neck, and his Piſtol had miſs'd her 
Face, only the Powder had flaſh'd in her Eyes, he 
having held the Cock of his Piſtol ſo near her, that 
ſhe bad at that inſtant loſt the Uſe of Sight. The 
good Father putting Confidence in the laſt Words of 
the Voice he had heard, more than in any Judgment 
he could make of her preſent Condition: uſed his ut- 
moſt Endeavours to help her; reviving ſhe ſtill ima- 
gin'd that ſhe was in the Hands of the cruel Aibertus, 
and ſaid with a weak Voice, It is enough my unkind 
Lord, I die innocent, and I pray God to forgive you. 
Attheſe words ſhe fainted again, and the good Father 
repeated a Doſe of the Cordial, and perceiv'd that her 
Eye-lids had been ſcorched with Gunpowder, and 
were extreamely ſwolen. When ſhe again rivived he 
ſpoke to her, and told her who he was, and that he 
would run and call for Help to bring her to his Con- 
vent; ſo he left her, and ran as faſt as his aged Legs 
would bear him back to his Convent, where he called 
two of his B:eathern, who took a Blanket, and went 
along with him with Lights. They found her lying 
at the foot of the Tree, where he had left her. This 
wasa molt miraculous Deliverance, for the wild Beaſts, 
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of which the Woods and Forreſt in Germany are full, 
had not approached her, whom doubtleis * 
guarded. She was again fallen into a Swoon ; but 


they put her gently into the Blanket, and ſo brought 
her ſ fe to the Convent, where they carry'd her into 


their little Infirmary, put her into Bed, dreſt her 


Wounds with a Balſom of great Excellency and Vir- 


tue, put Ointment on her Eye-lids and Face, proper 
to take out the Fire and aſſuage her Pain, gave her 
Cordials and did all that was neceſſary to fave her 
Life ; and then leaving two to watch with her, all 


the reſt of the Society which-were twelve in number, 


went with their Superiors to their Chapel, and paſt 
the Remainder of the N ight in Prayer. ſo ſoon as 
it was Day Father Fojeph went to a Convent of Nuns, 
which was in a Village a mile diſtant from the Fryars, 
and acquainted the Abbaſs with the Story, Rog 
ſhe would receive and take into her care this injur' 

Lady: She readily conſented, it being altogether im- 
Proper and againſt the Rules of that Order, for her 
to remain in the other Convent, becauſe of her Sex 
and Condition. So he return'd, and they carry'd her 
to the Moneſtery, in the ſame manner as they had 


brought her to their Convent the preceding Night. 


Here ſhe was carefully tended, and perſectly cur'd, and 
ſafely deliver'd of a Son in fix weeks after her Arri- 
val there: She had related all her Story to the Ab- 
beſs: and by her Advice reſolved to continue here, 


becauſe that good Lady, and Father J ſepb, perſuaded 


her not to expoſe her ſelf any more to her enraged 
Huſband's Fury, but to wait patiently the Events 


Time might produce; not doubting but God would 


diſcover the Perſon who had ſo greatly injur'd her, 
and been the cauſe of all this Miſchief, by counter- 
feiting her Hand, whom ſhe could not gueſs at : for 
alas | ſhe did not believe the guilty Henrietta capable 
of fo vile an Action. The Abbeſs promiſed that ſhe 
would get her ſome News from time to time of her 
Children and Family; and Father Jeſeph undertook 
to go to Heidelberg, every fix Months, with the Father- 

Guardian's 
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Guardians Permiſſion, who was willing to it: They 
urg'd that nothing but Time and Remorſe of Con- 
ſcience could bring her Huſband to a true Senſe of 
his Fault, for which it was neceſſary that her Inno- 
cence ſhould be juſtify'd by the Mouth of the Perſon 


Who had wrong'd her, whom God would doubtleſs 


force by ſome Judgment in his good time to make 
a Confeflion of her Crime. Theſe Arguments pre- 
vail'd with her to ſtay with her Deliverers, and wait 
upon God: And now 'tis neceſſary we return to this 
Lady's Home. 

No News arriving of Albertus nor his Lady to 
their Home, her Mother and all the Family, by 
whom ſhe was infinately belov'd, except Henrietta, 
were in the utmoſt Concern. At laſt 4lbertus's Ser- 
vants and Coach return'd empty, and could give no 
account, but that orders were fent to them from 
their Maſter by a Peaſant, who faid he had ſeen him 
on the Road towards Oftend, that they ſhould return 
home. This was all that could be learn'd ; and tho 
all poſſible Inquiry was made, yet all things remain'd 


a Secret for ſome Years; during which Albertus 


ſerv'd in Landers under another Name; having pre- 
tended to King William, that he had unfortunately 
kill'd a Gentleman of Quality in a Duel, which had 
obliged him to fly his Country: And thus he ſtrove 
to hide his Crime from the World, and to huſh the 
Tortures of his troubled Mind with Company, Wine 
and Women, for now he had almoſt quite laid aſide 
thoſe good Principles, which he had always been go- 
vern'd by before The Army beſieging Namur, on 
the taking of it, this Gentleman enter'd it with his 
Troop amongſt the reſt; and the Soldiers being 
eager on plundering, a beautiful young Lady came 
running and caſt her ſelf at his Feet, begging he 
would protect her from the Soldiers Inſolence, who 
had juſt kill'd her Father and Brother, who were the 
richeſt Merchants in che place, becauſe they had re- 
ſiſted: She had very rich Jewels on, and much Trea- 
fare in her lap; ſhe was very young, not above fif- 


teen 
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teen; and ſo handſome, that ſhe was a perfect Beauty, 
„Albertus was a Man no ways Proof againſt ſuch 
Charms; and tho he had made a thouſand Vows and 
Oaths never to marry again, yet he had made none 
againſt keeping a Miſtreſs : he received her Kindly, 
went with her to her Home, which was in the next 
Street, turn'd out the Soldiers, and ſet two of his own 
to ſtand Centinels at the Door ; and there left her 
ſecur'd, whilft he purſued the Duties of his Com- 
mand. And the Town being yielded, he went and 
took up his Quarters at the lovely Gertrude's, for 
that was this fair Creature's Name. And now he 

rew paſſionately fond of her; and tho her Aunt, a 
Tach of. great Virtue and Conduct, who had bred her 
up, and govern'd the Famil) ever ſince the Death of 
her Siſter, Gertrude's Mother, who dy'd when ſhe was 
not three Years old, did all ſhe was able to prevent it, 
and was as careful as poſſible, yet he debauch'd her ; 
and when his Company was order'd to marchelſewhere 
ſhe went along with him, and took a great deal of 
Treaſure with her. At the end of the Campaign ſhe 
came with him into England. And thus they liv'd 
for five Years together; and ſhe brought him three 
Children. It was his Nature to be jealous and revenge- 
ful, as his paſt Actions have convinced us. This 
poor Lady was much younger than himſelf, and ex- 
pos'd to a thouſandEyes, by travelling with him every 
Campaign into Handers, for he never truſted her to ſtay 
behind. His Colonel a young Exg liſb Lord, caſt his 
Eyes upon her; he was younger than Albertus richer 
and look'd on this Foreigner as much below him: He 
treated Albertus very unkindly, ſent him out upon the 
moſt dangerous Enterprizes, put him in the places of 
moſt Danger in every Attack when they were before 
a Town, and made Preſents to Gertrude whenever ſhe 
came, viſited her in every Town where ſhe was lodg- 
ed; and in fine did all he could to engage and get 
rid of his Rival, who growing furiouſly jealous, and 
an Argus over his Miſtreſs, made her very unealy ; 
and ſhe began to preſs him to marry her, and * 


— 
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ed how ungenerouſly he had ruin'd and brought her 
from her Home and Country, and now refus'd to 


þ 
make her his Wife, and legitimate her unfortunate 
0 Children, for whom ſhe ſaw no proviſion made: 
| Thus they were continually cavilling. At laſt being 
- ſent out to command a Party for Forage, he was 
1 met by a Party of the Enemy, who beat his and took 
r him Priſoner, with ſeveral other Officers ; he had 
= fought bravely, and was wounded in three places: 
d He was carried to Liſe, and there put into the Hoſ- 
* pital. Whilſt he lay here under Cure, God awaked 
a his Conſcience, and he began to reflect on the three 
a Wounds he had given his Lady, and how he had 
er murder'd her, as he thought, quite unprepar'd for 
of | Death: Theſe thoughts brought him to a ſincere 
a8 Repentance, and he made a Vow, that if he reco- 
it ver d he would quit his poſt, or afk leave to diſpoſe 
, . of it, make a Proviſion for the ruin'd Gertrude and 
re her Children, and return in Diſguiſe: to Heidel- 
> berg, once more to behold his Children, without 
he 2 himſelf, and then retire from the World 
„d into the Forreſt where he had done the fatal Mur- 
ree der, cauſe a Hermitage to be directed on the bloody 
K Spot of Ground, and lead a Hermit's Life the 
75 reſt of his Days. He was rich, and therefore 
. wanted not the means to do this, or any Thin 


elſe that he could in Reaſon deſire: He had the 
Comfort of all the Aſſiſtance the Chaplains of the 
Hoſpital could afford him; one of them heard his 
Confeſſion, and greatly approv'd his Deſign; for 
ſince he could not raiſe his murder'd Lady to Life 
again, nor Kinſman, all he could do to procure Par- 
don of his henious Crimes, and make his Peace 
with Heaven, was to repent ſincerely of it, and by 
continual Prayer, Mortification, and Alms deede, en- 


py Death : He at laſt recover'd, was cur'd of his 
ounds, and exchang'd. At his return to the Army 
be found his Miſtreſs Gertrude had play'd him 
falſe with the Colonel; on which, having thrown up 
his Commiſion, and put 7 his Affairs in order, he 


paid 


deavour to obtain the Almighty's Favour, and a hap- 
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paid one Viſit to Gertrude to take leave of her, and 
to demand his Children. He found her alone, it being 
after Dinner, and he thus addreſt himſelf to her. 
Gertrude, you ſee here before you a Man ſo chang'd 
from what he was when he left you, that you will 
ſcarce give credit to him when he tells you Low bit- 
terly he has, and does repent-of having ruin'd you: 
Ves, my unfortunate fair One, I have all the Senſe 
of my Crime that is poſſible, and am come to make 
an Atonement for it, by providing for you. Afﬀter 
the falſe Steps you have made in my abſence, you 
cannot expect that I could marry ycu ; but for our 
dear innocent Children, 'tis juk that I provide ho- 
"nourably for them, and J will do it. I am 2 
to quit the World, and take an eternal leave of all its 
vitious Picaſure> : I have liv'd too long in Folly, 
and am now going to prepare for Death, that I may 
be able to meet the dreadful Hour without Aſtonifh- 
ment: Oh mr Gertrude, if you would but be pre- 
, wail'd upon to follow my Example, how thankful 
ſhould I be to Heaven, how tranſported to quit your 
Converſation, in full Hopes of meeting you above, 
to be eternaly happy together: Let me conduct you 
to a Monallery, where you may live ſecur'd from 
* 'Temprcations and new Misfortunes. You have now 
gotten a new Lover, but alas! when Age or Sickneſs 
all bring him to a fight of his Folly, how he will 
* deteſt and perhaps reproach you; nay, in whe end 
Jeuve you, and more helpleis Infants, to be expos'd 
to Want, Scorn, and all kinds of Miſery : Let me 
perſuꝛde you to prevent this, and your everlaſting 
Ruin by quitting this vile way of Life, and embrace: 
ing a nob'er; I cannot ſhew my Affection to you in 
any thing ſo much as this. All ſenſual Affection BRL 
muſt now ceaſe between us; and this is the laſt beſtt 
Office can ever do you; a3 for my three Sons, 
whom God. hes given me by you, their Sex exempts 
them ſrom the Misfertune your's is ſubje & to; and 
I wi'l take the beſt care | can to breed them vertu- 
ouſly, and if poſſible to ſerve at the Altar, that their 
| pious 
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jous Prayers may avail us and others: Send for 
them, and give them to me: | have put a Sum of 

Money ( ſufficient for your Support) into a Banker's 
Hands, who will take Care to pay you five and 
twenty Pounds every Quarter : Conſider of the Offer 
I now make you of retiring, which will be the greateſt 
Satisfaction J can receive in this Life. | 

Ihe blooming Gertrude was ſo touch'd with this 

Diſcourſe, that a Flood of Tears run down her 
lovely Face, and ſhe fell at his Feet, begg'd Pardon 
for her Fault, and yielded to go wherever he would 
lead her. He left her to give Orders for their De- 
parture, with the Children that very Night; and 
accordingly return'd at eight o'Clock, took her into 
a Berlin which he had hir'd, diſcharg'd the Servants 
and Lodgings, and ſet out for Heidelberg. 

They met with no extraordinary Adventure on the- 
Way, till they came within twenty Miles of that City, 
and then it being about eight o'Clock at Night, 

andi very dark, being the laſt Day of September, juſt 
before they reach'd a Town where they deſign's ta 
ſtay to repoſe themſelves tor ſome Days, till all things 
were manag'd for their Separation; from a Wood 
which they paſt by, they were ſurpriz'd with the 
Shrieks of a Woman, and the Noiſe of Swords claſh- 
ing; Albertus call'd to the Coachman to ſtop and 
having the Light of two Flambeaux, which were 
carryed by two Peaſants, whom he had hired to light 
the Coach to the next Town, for he had brought no 
t me woe Servants along with him, and ſo diſguis'd himſelf as 
ing not to fear being known, having put a great Patch 
race: vpon one Eye, wore a black Wig, and had black d his 
u in Eye brows, being naturally a Man of a fair Com- 

40 Plexion; he leap'd out of the Coach, beirg arm'd 
with Piſtols and his Sword, calling out aloud, Holc, 


Sons, . 1 where are you x — here are ſome 
2mpts 158; coming to your Aid? he Voice anſwer'd, Here, here, 
; and make Haſte for God's Sake. Gertrude cry'd ont to 


| 
vertu | him to ſtay, and not expoſe himſelf; the Children 
- their ſcream'd, but in vain; he raſhed into the Wood, 
5 —_ F 2 : wich 


64 The Adventures of 


with the two brave Peaſants, and following the 
Voice came up to a Place, where he ſaw a Coach 
without Horſes, the Harneſs being cut, and a fine 
Gen:leman with his Back againſt a Tree, defending 
himſelf againſt four Ruffin, who were all maſk'd ; 
not far from him ſtood a young Lady, with her Hair 
torn about her Ears, richly dreft, but in a moſt diſtrac- 
ted Condition, wringing their Hands, and friglit d 
almoſt to Death. Albertus placed bimſelf imme- 
diately by the Gentleman and cry'd, Villains, turn 
to me your Swords: At theſe Words he diſcharg'd 

one of his Piſtols in the Face of him that was next 
bim, and ſhot him dead ; this redoubled tlie Courage 
of the poor Gentleman who was attack'd, and - he 
wounded another, on which the other two fled ; and 
the Lady ran to Albertus and embrac'd him, as did 
alſo the Gentleman, who was wounded in two Pla- 
ces, and almoſt faint with loſs of Blood. Albertus 
help'd them into their Coach, and ſtay'd with them 

wilt one of the Peaſants went for his Berlin, they 
being not able to walk te it; and the Horſes be- 
longing to their Coach, running looſe about the 


Wood; and if they had not, the Harneſs was fo 


cut they could not have been faiten'd to the Coach 
to draw it. 

Albertu;*s Coach came up preſently, and the oblig- 
ing Gertrude made room for the poor frighted Lady and 
Gentleman and ſo they drove into the Road; then 
Albertus aſk'd, whither they ſhould go for — 2 
a Surgeon being wanting; and if they could poſſibly 
ſuffer the Length of the way to the next Town, to 


' which it was above a League? The Lady anſwer'd, 


No, their Abode was in the way, not a Mile diſtant, 
where he and all his ſhould now and ever after be 
welcome. The Offer was gladly accepted, and they 
ſoon arriv'd at a noble Seat like a Palace. Here 
they were highly entertain'd, the wounded Gentle- 
man being the Lord of this Place, and a great 
Eſtate. His Wounds were dreſt by a Surgeon one 
of his Domeſticks, one of which was in his 2 
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Leg, the other in his Left Arm ; he was oblig'd to 
go to bed, ſo they all ſupp'd in his Chamber; and the 
Lady entertain'd her Deliverer's with the Story of 
that Day's Adventures, and gave them alſo an Ac- 
count of her own and ber Lord's Family, and the 
Hiſtory of their Lives, and of ſome other particular 
Things belonging to this Hiltory, . 


F 
CHAP. VI. 


WAS, ſaid ſhe, born in Fance; my Father had 

the Honour to command a Regiment of Horſe 
in the Service of that Illuſtrious Monarch, our great 
King Lewis the Fourteenth, being a younger Bro- 
ther of one of the beſt Families in Britany, one of 
the Guemadeucs : My Mother was an Heireſs of the 
Noble Family of the Robians; and ſhe brought my 
Father a great Fortune: She had no more Children 
by my Father but my ſelf and a Son, who is now 
in a great Poſt in that Province. I was much belov'd 
by my Mother, and greatly indulged: She died before 
J was fifteen, and with my Father's Conſent, wha 
doated upon her, and never deny'd her any thing, 
ſhe pot me _ in. Poſſeſſion of a Fortune; ſo that 
now | became Miſteſs and Manager of my Father's 
Family, and my ſelf indeed, for I was now in a 
manner at my own Diſpoſial. This eccafioned a 


very great Misfortune to befal me, for a young Hu- 
© 2onot Gentleman who wanted to make his Frtune, 


caſt his Eyes upon me, and ſecretly made. iove to 
me, well knowing my Father would never conſent. 


14 to his marrying of me, becauſe of his Religion: 


My Father's Abſence at the Army gave him all the 
Opportunities he could deſire. I at laſt lov'd him, 
rand it being impoſlible for us to be marry'd m thia 
Province or any other part of France, for, no Prieſt 
or Biſhop would venture to do it; beſides he cond 
| | | E'g ;.. - 
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not remain there ſecure from Perſecutions from my 
Father, and the reſt of my Family, and the Clergy ; 
he at laſt prevail'd with me to conſent to fly with 
him to Holland: I got my Money out of the Gen- 
tleman's Hands where it was lodg'd ; and by Means 
of a Hygonot Merchant, who was my Lover's Friend, 

ot Bills upon a Correſpondeat of his at Amſterdam : 

e likewtle procur'd us a paſſage in a Veſſel from 
St. Maloes to Holland. I left only a Letter full 
of Excuſes for my dear Father, for Love had ſo 
bewiched me, that I left all without that Concern 
which I ought to have had, or the leaſt Apprehen- 
. Hoffs of the Miſeries I was going to expoſe my ſelf 
to. We ſet ſail with a fair Wind, and arriv'd ſafe; 
and going aſhore, with all that belong'd to us, went 
directly to the Merchant's to whom my Bills were 
directed. I had brought along with me all my 
Cloaths, Jewels, Plate, and every thing elſe of value 
that belong'd to me: He had done the ſame, tho he 
had not any Fortune compearable to mine. And now 
I expected he would immediately marry me. I im- 
prudently gave him my Bills: He was very fond of 
me, but I quickly found his baſe Deſign, which was 
to ruin me, and then J had reaſon to believe he would 
abandon me, and go off with my Fortune ; for if he 
were capable of ſo vile an Action, as to break all 
his Vows and ſacred Promiſes with a Woman who 
had aded ſo generouſly as I had done with him, one 
who had abandoned her Family and Country, and 
brought him ſo great a Fortune, without all queſtion 
he would do every Thing elſe that was vile and wick - 
ed. He took the liberty of coming into my Cham- 
ber every Morning before I was up, and would ſome- 
times fend my Maid out of the Room on ſome frivo- 
Jous Errand or other; and then he would fit on the 
Bed fide and kiſs my hands, and take great Liber- 
ties: In fine, I every Diy perceiv'd ſomething or 
ether that confirm'd my Suſpicion's of him, and 
grew to love him leſs. And now I was almoſt dri- 


ven to Deſpair what to do next ; to return to my 
| Fathess 
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Father's was impoſlible, there I could expect no Par- 
don after what I had done ; he had got my Fortune 
into his Hands, and I had only about two hundred 
Piſtols left in my Pocket, and my Cloathes and Jew- 
els, whilſt he had received five thouſand Pounds of 
mine. I ſtrove by all the gentle Means in the World 
to gain him to his Duty, but in vain: He made a 
hundred fruitleſs Attempts to debauch me, but I was 
too well arm'd : At laſt he propos'd to me to go to 
ſome other place to be marry'd, becauſe we were 
now too well known to the Merchants, at whoſe. 


: Houſe we liv*d, and ſo might in time meet with ſome 
f Trouble from my Father. This I knew was a very 
3 fooliſh Pretence ; but becauſe he ſwore he would 
t marry me if I would go elſewhere, I conſented ; 80 
e we ſet out for the Low Countries, and arrived at laſt 
4 at Antwerp, and here he told me plainly that I muſt 
e paſs for his Wife, and that he had told the People 
e of the Houſe we were now come to lodge at, that 
V TIT was ſo, and had taken no more Chambers but one, 
- for the Servant, and the other for himſelf and me, 
Ff and if I would not conſent to this, I muſt be look'd 
18 on as his Miſtreſs. Tis needleſs to relate the juſt Re- 
d proaches J made him; he did not relent. At laſt 
1e I told him plainly, that I would rather chuſe to die 
nu than ever ſubmit to what he propos'd : that I now 
10 ſaw his villainous Deſigns, and was too late ſenſible 
ne of my Error and Folly : then I bid him reſtore a part 
id at laſt of my fortune, and leave me. At this he 
on laugh'd aloud, and turn'd his Back upon me: I 
K. ſaw him no more that Night; and the next Morn- 
n- ing I found on inquiry that he was gone, having ſent 
e- for his Horſes at de a Clock, and his Footman who 
o- went to an Inn with them, where the Porter who 
he brought the Meſſage to him for them directed him. 
wy I was fo ſhock'd at firſt with this News, that I was 
or almoſt diſtracted, but on Reflection, by my poor 
nd Servant's Advice, whom I brought of from France 


along with me, I reſolv'd the Villain ſhould not go 
unpuniſh'd ; ſo I roſe, and went in a Chair to the 
— ITY Biſbop, _ 
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Biſhop, and acquain cd him with the whole Story: 
After he had gently :epremanded me, he ſent a Gen- 
tleman along with me to the Governor, where [I 
was receiv'd with great Generoſity, and Orders were 
immediately given that my faithleis Lover ſhould be 
purſu'd, and arreſted as a Cheat, who had defrauded 
me of my Fortune. I was iu vited to ſtay at the Go- 
vernor's, and gladly accepted the Offer, 

Ix three Days time my Villain was overtaken, 
and brought Priſoner to Antwerp, where my Ser- 
vant and I confronted him: He confel.'d he had 
deſign'd to poiſon me, and had got Poiſon for that 
purpoſe, but 'that he could not find in his Heart to 
do it. In ſhort, he reſtored three thouſand Pounds 
of my five, aud I obtain'd that he ſhould be let go. 
He quickly left Antwerp, where the common Peo- 
ple were even ready to ſtone him as he paſs'd along 
the Streets, and went for Genzwva, where many ſuch 


Saints find Countenance and Shelter. And ncw it 


was my good Fortune that the Governor's Nephew, 
this my dear Huſb:nd. took a Fancy to. me, and 
made me his Wife. We have been five Years married, 
and it is two ſince we came to this Face, by reaſon 
of an Uncle's Death, who has left my Huſband this 
Caſtle, and ali his Eſtate : We went out this unfor- 
tunate Morning to a Relation's Wedding fifteen Miles 
off, and returning, had the Coach ſtopp'd in the 
Road by the four Ruffians you ſaw in the Mood; 
they dragg'd the Horſes into it, went to tear me out 
of the -Coach, and had doubtleis a Deſign to rob 
and mu:der us. Out of four Servant that were 
with us, none were bold enough to fight, for the 
Coachman being kill'd with a Piſtol by one of the 
Villains when they came vp to the Coach, the Poſtil- 
lion and Valets, who were well mounted fled for 
their Lives. We made a Viſit by the Way, that 
doubtleſs cauſed it to be ſo very late, making a gri at 
Raund; for we wen! firſt to take a laſt Adieu of a 


dying Frend, an Iriſb Lady, of whom I can tell you 


a Story more ſtrange than my own, Here ſhe rela- 


ted how the wicked Henrietta had confeſs'd the 
Crime 


— A > a 


* 
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Crime ſhe committed againſt the innocent Lady Lucy, 
and how that Lady's Mother had grieved fo, that 
ſhe had ſcarce ever ſtirr'd out of her Chamber ſince 
the loſs of her Daughter, of whom no News had 
ever been heard fince her Huſband and ſhe went out 
together. | | | 

Alz EA Ts Chang'd colour often and was much 
perplex'd at the hearing of this Story ; but poor 
Gertrude was as ignorant of his being concern'd in 
it asthe Lady that related it. They all took leave 
of one another to go to Bed, it being late, and the 
wounded Lord wanting reſt, Albertus had made 
Gertrude paſs for his Niece, and acknow!iedged- che 
Children for his own, as being a Widower ; ſo Beds 
were accordingly provided, and they all retired, 
but Albertus never clos'd his Eyes all Night, Oh! 
how did he now repent the having murther'd his 
virtuous Lady ; all that paſſionate AﬀcAion which he 
| had formerly had for her revived, and he would have 
2 Empires had he been Monarch of them to re- 

ore her to Life again. What Grief, what Stings of 
Conſcience did he feel, when he reflected on the Bar- 
barity of the Deed ! He that had murdered his inno- 
cent Wife, great with the tender Pledge of their 
mutual Affection, this was ſuch a ſhocking thought, 
that he could ſcarce bear it. 

Now he reſolved to pay a Viſit to his dear Mo- 
ther-in-law and Children, and then to leave the 
World for ever, but to go ſo diſguiſed, that none 
might diſcover him. Thus he paſs'd the tedious 
Hours till Day break ; the next Morning he break- 
faſled with the Lord and Lady, and the Lord's 
Wounds were pretty free from Pain, and ina fair way 
of Recovery. : 

AND now he let them underſtand, that his Niece 
deſign'd to go into a Mcnaſtery ; and that being him- 
ſelf a Widower, having bury'd his Wife in England, 
he deſign'd to retire alſo into the Country, and put 
his Sons to School, The Lady earneſtly preſs'd him 
to leave Gertrude with her, ſaying it was pity ſo 


* 
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young and beautiful a Lady, with ſuch a ſhare of 
ood Sence as ſhe ſeem'd to have, ſhoule be immured: 
m the World, and intreated her to ſt>y with her, 
ſaying ſhe ſhould be fond of ſuch a Companion. Ger- 
trude ſeeming very willing, he, conſented ; and ſo 
leaving her Bills for to provide for her either in the 
World at large, or in a Convent, he took leave the 
next Day of all the Family, and of his unhappy 
Miſtreſs, who was indeed much concern'd at parting 
with him and her Children, but was oblig'd to con- 
ceal her Grief from theſe noble ſtrangers Eyes. He 
took leave of her alone, and ſaid all that Piety could 
inſpire to perſwade her to live virtuouſly for the future, 
ask'd Pardon of her for having ruin'd her, and in 
fine, talk'd like a Man who had a true Notion- of 
this Life, and was ſeriouſly reſoly'd to prepare for a 
better. They tenderly embrac'd one another, but 
he would not declare to her what Place he was going 
to retire to; and all ſhe could obtain of him was, 
that he would once in a Year let her by ſome means 
or other hear from him whilſt he lived; and if he: 
died, he would'takecare to let her have News of 
_ Death, and a Direction where to find the Chil- 


Tuus he took an eternal Leave of her, and ſet 
out for Heidelberg, where being arrived, he went and 
lodg'd in an Inn, ſent away the Berlin and Servants, 
and then with his Patch upon one Eye, black Wig, 
and Officer's Habit, which had been made in England 
wrap'd up in a Cloak, he ventur'd to his own Houſe, 
where he deſir'd to ſpeak with the Old Lady, to 
whom he was ſoon admitted, pretending he came 
from England, and had ſome News to tell her of her 
Son-in-law Albertus: He told her that they had been 
fellow Officer's and intimate Friend: together for ſome 
Years paſt, and that he had heard him often ſpeak 
with great Affection of a Lady and Children which 


be ſaid he had left in this City. He ſome time be- 


fore he died (for he is dead, Madam, ſaid he) told 


me that he had received News of her Death from a 


Con- 
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Convent in Flanders, where he had left her, by reaſon 
of an unhappy Difference that had happen'd between 
them, which he did not inform me of: He put on 
Mourning and ſeem'd much grieved; ſoon after he 
| fell ſick, and on his Death-bed charged me, if ever 
4 I ſaw Heidelberg, to pay a Viſit to you, Madam, and 
| | his Children; and to aſſure you, as he was a dying 
Man, that he believed your Daughter innocent of the 
Crime he ſuſpected her of, and that he recommended 
his dear Children to your Care. At theſe Words the 


5 r old Lady wept, and anſwer'd, my dear Lucy's 
| nnocence is, I thank Heaven, clear'd tho too late. 
I have already mourn'd her loſs more than Reaſon 
1 and Religion will allow, and you ſhall hear from the 
; Mouth of her Accuſer her Juſtification ; for Heaven 
1 has doubtleſs perſerved the Wretch ill alive, tho in 
t the Agonies of Death, to ſee you, and with ber own 
4 Mouth to vindicate and clear her Virtue. As for 
1 my dear Grandchildren I have done for them all 
3 that God and Man can require; and I. bleſs Heaven 
e | they have anſwer'd my Expectation. Here ſhe ſent 
f for the lovely Lucy and Henrietta, who were grown 
- = up to be almoſt marrigeable ; but how did his Soul 


. = melt when he beheld them? the big Drops ſtole down 
et bis Cheeks, which he conceal'd with his Handker- 


d chief: The eldeſt was her Mother's Picture, he ſalu- 

8, ted them both, and then pretending haſte, deſired 

gz. d ſee the dying Henrietta to whom the old Lady (he 

4 * her, by reaſon of her Weakneſs ) conducted 

e, bim. WES ; 
to "mh His Soul ſtarted with Averſion at the Sight; her / 
ne Confeſſor was preſent, and with a dying Voice ſhe 1 
er 7 recited the fatal Story, appearing truly penitent. 


| | 
en 1 Wat Effect this had upon his Mind may eaſily be 1 
ne "A imagin'd: —_ of this dying Criminal, to a Man „ 
, 


ak who knew himſelf equally culpable muſt be very 

1 . U 02 * . py 

ch 175 moving, to excite him to prepare for the like Hour. 
be- Hie halted to take leave, tho he was much preſs'd to 


ſtay; and now he ſet out with his Children for the fa- 
tal Place where he had acted his Tragedy, and defign'd 
 \ to 
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to paſs the reſt of his Life. He arrived in Safety at 
the Town where he and his Lady had gone to per- 
form his pretended Vow of Devotion. Here he 
placed his Children at School at a Conyent of the 
Jeſuits 3 and then taking privately ſome Workmen 
with him to the Forreſt, ſhew'd them where to build 
his little Cottage or Cell, which confiſted of three 
ſmall Rooms. This was ſoon finiſh'd, and mean! 
furniſh'd, for he had a-poor Bedſtead, with a mattreſs 
and coarſe Covering, ſuch as might only ſuffice to 
keep out the Cold; a Table, two Chairs and a Lamp, 
with ſome few other Neceſſazies, furniſh'd his Bed- 
Chamber; his kitchen was equally mean, and he 
made a little Oratory of the other Room, having a 
ſmall Altar placed there, and here he kept his Books. 
All thing: finiſhed to his Mind, he retired thither, 
ordering a Lad who belong'd to the Jeſuits, to come 
| twice ina Week to him for fear he would die of 
want, in caſe he ſhould fall fick ; and this > 
brought him Bread and Roots, ſuch as he wanted, 
for he eat no Fleſh, and drank only Water: And 
4 now it being much nearer for him to hear Maſs, and 
{1 do his Duty at the Frænciſcans Convent, than to go 
£1 | to the Town, he frequented that, letting his Beard 
. grow, and going dreſs'd in coarſe Frize made after 
{ te faſhion of a Hermit, that is, in a Garment down ©: 
to his Heels; he had a Hair Shirt, a Felt Hat, and 
ordinary Shoes; and in a ſhort time was ſo prodigi- | 
SY} ouſly altered, that it would have been impoſſible for 
J. his own Lady to have known him; but by talking 
a with bim; for a Man that had always liv'd in the „ 
4 World and fared delicately, who was now in a declin- | 9 
ing Age, and had ſuffer'd little or no Hardſhips, ſuch 
a Change of Life muſt occaſion a ſtrong Alteration N | 
in a ſhort time; and he ſoon grew ſo weak, that he "1 
was oblig'd to walk with a Staff to Church. But 
no we mult leave him, to return to his Lady, W hom 
we left in the Convent. 8; | 
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d H E was now perfectly recover'd, and nurſed 
de her Child, which being now five Years old, 
ol was put to the Franciſcans Convent, and committed 
(s to the Care of the gocd Father Fo/eph to be bred up 
to in all virtue and Learning, that he might be wor- 
Ps thy the Eſtate he was born the Heir of; for Alber. 
d- tus having no other Son by her, he was the ſole and 
he true Heir of all his Eſtate, and the Proofs of his 
* Birth were ſufficient. This ſweet Child, who was 
8. now ſeven Vears old, and reſembled both his Mo- 
er, ther and Father, was the Darling of all the Con- 
me vent; and by means of the Lady Abbeſs, Lady Lucy 
of had often — Ire of her other Children and Family, 
er { but none of her Huſband, from the fatal Night that 
ed, he left her in the Forreſt for dead, till now, when the 
\nd Abbeſs's Correſpondent at Heidelberg ſent the Ab- 
and beſs a *.3.cer of Henrietta's Death, who died ſome 
g . few days after ſhe had ſeen Albertus, and was hand- 
ard ſomely interr'd by the Lord her Huſband, to whom 
ter ſhe left only one Son: And this young Widower 
W was ſo touched with the manner of her Death, and 
and 5 her Crimes, that he took a Dislike to the World, 
ligi-⸗ and looked on the Misfortunes he had met withal by 
for bis Affection and Engagement with that unfortunate 
king Lady, as the Work: of Providence, in order to re- 
1 the ' . duce him to embrace a religious Life, and quit the 
clin⸗- by World. So that after her Burial, he ſettled his Af- 
ſuch ON fairs, putting his Son and Fortune into the old Lady 
ation Wit his Aunt's Hands, to be, on her Death, taken care 
it he 3 of by the ſame Guardian's into whoſe Hands her 
But ie Grand-davghters were to be left; deſiring that his 
hom Son, if they liked one another ſhould marry the 
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voung Lady Lacy when they were grown up; and 
RY ſo he went into a Convent of Benedictines, and be- 
0 | | came 
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came a Monk of that Order. In this letter the 
Abbeſs's Correſpondent alſo inform'd her of Alber- 
tus's Viſit to his Family; that is, that an Officer 
from England had brought an Account of Albertus's 
Death. The Abbeſs ſhew'd this Letter to Lady 
Lacy, who would not forbear ſhedding Tears, not- 
withſtanding the cruel Treatment he had given her; 
and ſhe was extremely ſhock'd at hearing what the 
treacherous Henrietta had declard on her Death-bed. 
This made her ready even to pardon her dear Lord 
all he had done to her, conſidering the Reaſons he 
had to condemn her; ſince Letters, which he ſup- 
poſed to be wrote by her own Hand, were the moſt 

convincing Proefs he could have of her Guilt ; and 
ſo he was to be pitied. Theſe were the tender Sen- 
timents that fill'd her generous Soul at the News of 
his Death; and ſhe cauſed Maſſes to be ſaid for his 

'Soul's Repoſe, and mourn'd extremely for his loſs, - 
and ſaid to the Abbeſs: Alas, I ſtill flatter'd my 

ſelf that God would at laſt bring him back to his 
Family and clear my Innocence; ſo that I might 

reveal my ſelf to him, and bring my dear vn to his 
Father, that he might have receiv'd his B.caing ere 

he died; and that I might have been once more 
blefs'd with a Sight of him, and ſet his Soul at Peace, 
by delivering him from the ſuppoſed Guilt, that had 
ſo long tortur'd his Mind: for tho' he was as to his 
Intent as criminal as if he had really kill'd me; yet 
fince God had pleaſed to ſpare my Life, what Rap- 
tures would his Soul have been fili'd withal, what 
Gratitude to Heaven, at the Sight of me! Thus ſhe 
was uſed to diſcourſe the good Lady Abbeſs ; and 
thus ſhe ſhew'd the Sentiments a good Wife's Soul ü 
ever retains for a Huſband, let him be ever ſo un- 
kind and cruel, And thus ſhe truly mourn'd his 
Death, whilſt the young Lewis Auguſtus, her dar- 
ling Soo, grew and daily improv'd in Beauty and 
VUnderſtanding, paying his Duty in frequent Viſits 
to her, and he was all her Comfort, Mean time . 
bertur, whom we muſt now call the Hermit, for _ N 
| e 


The L LUCY. 55 


he truly was, coming frequently to the Franciſcans 
little Chapel often caſt his Eyes on the Child, and 
felt a ſtrange Emotion in his Soul at the Sight of 
him; and ſo taking much notice of him, he became 
acquainted with the good Father Jeſepb, his Tutor; 
and the Child and he ſometimes *walk'a to the good 
Hermit's Cell, where they would fit and paſs an 
Hour with him, in ſuch Diſcourſe as was advanta- 
geous for both their Souls, and very edifying for 
the Youth to hear. At laſt, the Prieſt aſk'd him 
modeſtly the Reaſon of his quitting the World ; and 
he gave him no other Anſwer, but only that he was 
a Widower, and having enjoy'd all the Pleaſures of 
the World, and taſte. the Sweets of Greatneſs, he 
thought it time to leave all, and prepare for a bet- 
ter Life, fearing to be longer expos'd to the Temp- 
tations of the World. Theſe, and the like, were 
all the Reaſons he gave. Then he ask'd the good 
Father about the Child, who he. belong'd to: To 
which he anſwer'd, he was an Orphan left to his 
Care. whoſe Name and Quality he had ſome Rea- 
ſions to conceal. Thus ſeven Years more paſs'd on 
during which our Hermit gave ſhelter to many 
weary Travellers, and had many ſtrange Adventutes 
one of which is worth our Relation. There often 
reſorted to this Forreſt in the Summer ſome Shep- 


the Covert of the Trees, in the Heat of the Day: 
amongſt theſe was a young Shepherdeſs, who fre- 
quently came with a ſmall Flock, and uſed always to 
read in ſome Book or other. She was about two 
and twenty Years old, extremely beautiful, finely 

73 ſhap'd; and tho her Cloaths were but very poor and 


* mean, yet ſhe had the Air and Look of a Perſon of 


Quality. She never ſeem'd fond of ſhewing her 
7 Face, or converſing with any body but an old Shep- 
TM ——— hs he ſuppoſed, to whom ſhe be- 
"3X. long'd. She look'd generally v le and pen- 
IX five, and would figh Se”: — as fs hs 
moſt remote and thickeſt part of the Foreſt, and 
G 2* | would 


herds, with their Sheep and Goates to 8 under 
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would riſe and lead the Flock elſewhere, if ſhe heard 
Paſſengers coming, or that any other. Shepherd 
brought his Flock near hers : ſhe would often fit be- 
hind our Hermit's Cottage; and he ſometimes would 
= her the time of the Day, or ſay ſomething to 
= 

Sm ſeem'd to pay a Veneration to his Age and 
Habit, and did not appear ſhy at his taking notice of 
der. One Day it being exceeding hot, he preſs'd 
her to enter his Cell: She did ſo with great Modeſty 
and being ſeated on a Stool near the Door, before 
which her Sheep were feeding, he began to enquire 
of her where ſhe was born, and many ſuch like Queſ- 
tions; and perceived by her Anſwers, that ſhe had 
an Education farabove what ſhe appear'd to be, and 


that ſhe diſguiſed her Birth, and did not really, as 


be ſuppoſed, belong to theſe Peaſants with whom ſhe 
lived: On which he diſccurſed her. 


EOF ZOOS] r fh c eg 
CHAP. IX. 


AUGHTER, I perceive you are ſomething 
more than you appear to be, and that you 
have doubtleſs retir'd from your Family to this lonel 
Place to hide your ſelf. A deep melancholy is vid- 
ble in your Face, and your frequent Sighs betray 
the inward diſcontent of your Mind, Alas, this is 
no proper place for ſo young, and ſo handſome a 
Maid as you are to refort to, nor the Cottage you 
live in to conceal ſuch a Perſon. I have long ob- 
ſerved you, and now ] beg that you would be ingeni- 
ous and declare the Truth of your Circumſtances to 
me, that J may be able to aſſiſt you. Behold, I am 
a Man who have no longer any other Buſineſs with 
the World but to do good; you have nothing to fear 
from a Man like me your Secret will be ſafely lodged 
in my Breaſt, my Council muſt at leaſt be _— 
Ye” | g 
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cial to you, if I can help you no other way. If you 
have had any ſuch Misfortune as makes you aſhamed 
to ſhew your Face again in the World, if you have 
been betray'd by ſome ungrateful Villain, who has 
reduced you to Deſpair and Want, I will endeavour 
to get you into a convent hard by, where you ſhall 
be more ſecure from Diſcovery, and leſs expoſed. 
If you have a Family which the idle Paſſion Loye 
has made you fly from, or ſome ſlight Diſguſt, I will 
endeavour to procure your Return, and make your 
Peace with them. During this Diſcourſe, ſhe often 
bluſhed, and ſometimes look'd upon him with ſome 
Surprize. At laſt ſhe wip'd the falling Tears from 
her Eyes, and anſwer'd him thus: | 
Sure Reverend Hermit, you have had ſome Di- 
vine Revelation touching me, or elſe the Almighty 
has directed me to this Place, to find a Friend to 


indeed, what-I ſeem to — for _ T ſhould be 
happy, not wing a Life beyond this poor wa 
of ARAM „ 1 Ju follow You, 2 Pe 
have Iefe the World by Choice, I by a fatal Neceſ- 
ſity. Tam the Daughter of a Lord, once great in 
our Elector's Court; I was his only Child, and ' tis 
needleſs to tell you was much courted, and look'd 
on as one of the beſt Fortunes in the Court. This 
raiſed my fond hopes and ambition, and I was vain 
enough to imagine that I ſhould be great andhappy ; 
ſo that I lift up my aſpiring Eyes to one even ſupe- 
8 rior to my Father, he condeſcending to pay his Ad- 
2X dreſſes to me; a Kinſman of our great Elector's, 
wo poſſeſs'd one of the firſt places in his Affection 
and Dominions, young, beaotiful, brave, and gene- 
* XX rous. In fine, Don Alonzo was all that Woman 
could wiſh or deſire ; we loy'd, and nothing ſeem'd 
| 7 to oppoſe our Happineſs, but a criminal Engagemer t 
which he had contracted with a married Lady, and 
reſolved to break off. Two Summers we enjoy'd 
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nefi- pt to the Army, where he had a conſiderable Command 
cial G3 ve 


whom “ may diſcloſe my Misfortunes. 1 am not, 


each other's Company, and at parting, when he went 


= 
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. we made a Thouſand ſacred Vows and Promiſes of 
| Eternal love and mutual Conſtancy: yet this did not 
content him, and we were ſecretly married, unknown 


to my Father and every body, but the Prieſt and two 


of Alnxo's Friends. But in his Abſence, a fatal Ac- 
cident befel, which has been my entire Ruin; for 
another young Lord arrived from Vienna, with Diſ- 
patches from the Emperor to our Elector, caſt his 
Eyes on my unlucky Face, and lik'd it ſo that he 
became enamour'd of me to Diſtraction: He was a 
Man of great Fortune, impatient of any Contradic- 
tion, intrepid in all he went about; brave, but in- 
conſiderate, and fo cholerick, that his Paſſion made 
him ſorget both Religion and Honour, as the Sequel 
proved: for he courted me aſſiduouſly, and gave me 
all the publick Marks of Love and Galantry that a 
Man could do; gave me his Hand, and took me out 
to dance in all publick Aſſemblies. In fing it was 
in vain that I pleaded my. being pre-engag'd with 
Alonzo. My Father, who in ſecret * this No- 
bleman, by reaſon of his great Fortune, and Intereft 
with the Emperor, remain'd filent, and ſaid he would 
leave all to my own Choice, being retolved not to 
conſtrain me to any thing. Thus he offended nei- 
ther, yet the Elector was ſecretly diſpleaſed with both 
him and me, imagining that I ſlighted his Kinſman, 
This mide way both for my Father's Ruin and mine, 
for as he being in a high Poſt, and before this much 
in favonr wich his Prince, had many Enemies who 
envied him, and ſought his Ruin; ſo now they 
made uſe of this too favourable Oportunity to effect 
their Deſign, and obtain their Ends. My new Lo- 
ver did all he was able to make the World believe 
that 1 1ik'd him: He was very vain, and building 
upon his great Fortune and Quality, fancied nos[.a- 
dy could long reſiſt his Sollicitations, In ſhort ſeeing 
I fill perfiſted in modeſtly refuſing ; (for I told him 
always that I thought my ſelf greatly honoured in 
the Offer he made, and would have gladly accepted 
it, if I bad not been ſo deeply engaged to * 

that 
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that T could neither recall my Heart nor my Word) 
this, at laſt, ſo enraged him, that he reſolved to 
effect, by any unheard: of Villany, that which he 
could not honourably obtain. He bribed my Wait- 
ing Woman to let him be conceal'd behind the 4r- 


ras Hangings in my Bed-chamber before I went to 


Bed, and to bear falſe Witneſs againſt me, to my 
utter undoing ; for Heaven knows I was innocent of 
all, and chinkiog nothing, went late into my Apart- 
ment as uſual, and was there undreſs'd, and went to 
bed; tho! juſt as I was entering that fatal Place ( fa- 
tal to me indeed that dreadful Night) a cold Shiver- 
ing ſeiz'd me all over, and I felt an unuſual Terror 
in my Soul, I knew not why ; a Prelude to the 
tragick Scene which follow'd. My woman lay in 
the Chamber that led to mine, and when ſoft Slum- 
ber's had cloſed my Eyes, and all was huſh'd, the Vil- 
lain ſlipping off his Cloaths, ſtole ſoftly into my Bed, 
but never laid his Hand upon me, ſo that I 
did not wake till ſome two Hours after. This he 
did, as he after told me, for fear I ſhould ſcream out, 
and raiſe the Family ; but then-it being Day-break, 
he took me gently in his Arms, and ſaid Arminda, 
awake, and do not fear, Alonzo calls you. I ſtarted, 
and hearing that dear Name, tho' mighty ſurpriz'd, 
I cry'd, O Heavens ! what do you mean, how came 
you here? Why did you take this Liberty before 


= our Marriage was made publick ? My dear, ſaid he, 


I arrived late, and got your Woman to let me into 
| your Chamber; where ſeeing you aſleep, and being 


greatly tir'd, I ſtole to bed, and having paſs'd two of 
the moſt pleaſing Hour'sI ever knew in all my Life,in - 


watching your dear Slumbers, nor did I offer to lay 


9 one Hand upon you, for fear of diſturbing you. 


This happy Day I mean to let the world know that 


| 1 * = are mine. At theſe Words, I thought *twas not 


is Voice, and opening the Curtains, I perceiy'd 


5 my Error. He held me faſt, and eried be ſtill, or 


you're undone for ever; the Secrets of this Night 


mm diſclosd, you'll be the Mark of publick Infamy. 1 
1 | find 


S. 
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find you are married, and that I muſt be for ever 
wretched. Yes, ſaid I, yo have made me ſo in- 
deed, how ſhall I ever look my injur'd Husband in 
the Face, or juſtify my Innocence again ? Fly Mon- 
ſter, fly my Sight for ever. At theſe Words, he 
let me go; and ſaid, Arminda, had I known you 
were another's, I would not have done this Deed; 
but now tis too late to repent of it, grant me the 
Enjoyment of your Perſon, and the Secret ſhall | 
be for ever lock'd up in my Breaſt, if not, i'll #% 
make my Rival wretched as my ſelf, or more.. 
eannot live without poſſeſſing you, and if I cannot 
do it, he ſhall weep Blood for my Revenge; you 
have no other Choice to make. At theſe Words he 
ſeiz'd me in his Arms, but I broke from him, and 
made ſuch Reſiſtance, that he did not ſucceed in his 
villainous Attempt ; yet I did not cry out, becauſe 
I fear'd to publiſh this Misfortune to the World 
and could not believe he dared to do it himſelf; . 
At laſt I got m_— Woman's Chamber, where I 

found the wicked Wretch all pale and trembling, I 
had not Time or Breath left to reproach her, but I 
ſnatch'd her Night-gown up, and throwing it over 
me, I bid her convey the Villain out, whom ſhe 
had let into my Chamber. She did not make one 
Word of Anſwer, but left me. I ran immediately 
to my Cloſet, and there put on ſome other Cloaths, 
which I took up in my Drefling-Room, as I paſs'd 
through it, for it join'd to my Voman's. And here 
IT fat down upon a Couch, and ruminated what to 
do. I confider'd that it was not my hated Lover's 
Intereſt to divulge this fatal Secret, fince that wuold 


only draw upon him the Hatred and revenge of ü 


my Husband, Father and all my Family ; that he 
was ignorant of my Marriage, and therefore more 
excuſable; and that by diſcloſing my ſelf I ſhould 
engage my dear 4/onz2 in a Quarrel, which would 
in all Probability coſt both their Live: 3 that a Wo- 
man's Reputation always ſef:r's by ſuch Diſcourſe, 
though ſhe be entirely virtuous and innocent ; and 
therefoie 
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therefore I thought it beſt to be filent, and with 
draw myſelf from Court, to avoid the ſeeing the ha- 
ted Conſtantine any more. What embaraſs d me 
moſt was, how to treat my treacherous Waiting- 
Woman, the wicked Grizalinda, who had been the 
Cauſe of all this Miſchief. I could not bear-the 
ſight of her again, nor was it ſafe for me — 
her longer; yet if I immediately diſmiſs'd her, . 
did not know what Reports ſne might ſpread of me, 
by whiſpering this Story in the Ears of my Ene- 
mies: for I had one, who was both formidable and 
malicious tothe laſt Degree; and that was a Dutch- 
efs, who was the Wife of an old Duke, to whom 
her Parents had married her at Thirteen, becauſe 
her Fortune was ſmall, and his Quality and Wealth 
much ſuperior to hers. This Lady, who was indeed 
to be pitied, had a ſecret Intrigue with my dear 
Alonzo for ſome years paſt, and had bound him in 
the moſt ſacred Promiſes never to marry any except 
her-ſelf (for the Breach of which I fear we both 
now ſuffer). This Lady had been jealous of him 
and me to Diſtraction, and our Marriage had not 
been kept ſo great a Secret but for this Reaſon, he 


having deſign' d at his Return to break gently with 


her, and get her to releaſe him of thoſe Promiſes, 
and then to take me, and retire to a Country Seat, 
my Father had twenty Miles diſtant ; but Fate had 
otherwiſe decreed. My Traitreſs ſtaid not to pro- 


nere woke me, but having conducted the enraged Con- 
t to Fanin, down the back Stairs, at a little Diſtance | 
ers from which his Chair waited, return'd to her own { 
old Chamber, pack'd up her Cloaths, and fled I knew 4 
e of not whither. I called for her, but had no other | 
the Anſwer, but that ſhe was gone, to the Surprize of 


111 
» i 
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"nj; all the Family. I ſeemed not to wonder at it, but 
ld 1 only {aid cooly, I was angry with her, but 1 did 


ould not bid her go; yet I was really much concerned, 
Wo- ſeating ſhe was gone to my enrag'd Rival, as ſhe in- 
urſe, deed was, as I afterwards diſcover'd. At laſt, I re- 
and ſolv'd to acquaint none but my Father with this 
eſoe | Misfortune, 
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Misfortune, and accordingly went to him ; and af- 
ter having prepar'd him for the News, and made 
him promiſe not to take any Notice of it; I told 
him all the Story, as alſo of my Marriage with 
Alonzo: he chid me ſeverely, and was in ſo great a 
Paſſion, that I repented my having diſcloſed my 
Mind to him. He vow'd that he would be reveng'd 
of the inſolent Con/tantine; but I ſhew'd him the 
fatal Conſequences of ſuch an Action; that it would 
ruin my Reputation, and that my Huſband would 
perhaps not only fight, but alſo, if he outlived Con- 
flantine, be ruin'd, and forc'd to fly; and, it may 
be, take an Averfion to me, tho' I was innocent. 
At laſt, I prevail'd with him to continue filent, and 
the Coach being got ready, I went and paid my 
Duty to the Electreſs, took Leave of my Friends, 
under Pretence of being indiſpos'd, and ſet out for 
my Father's Country Seat, in company of a Lady, 
my Father's Siſter, whoſe Character and Wiſdom 
was known to be extraordinary. Here I remained, 
expecting my Lord's Return, from whom I continu- 
ally receiv'd the moſt tender and pafhonate Letters 
that Man could write. Mean time, the cruel Con- 


flanting could not be content to give over his wicked. 


Deſign; for having diſpatched his Affairs at Court, 
he prepar d to return to Vienna. Mean time, my 
Father going ſeldomer than uſual to Court, to avoid 
the Sight of him, this his Enemies made-their Ad- 
vantage of; and now Conflantine took leave of the 
Elector, and fe: out for Viema, but he topped by 
the way at a Village a League from my Father's 


' 4 


Country Seat: and there leaving his Coach and 8er 
vants, attended hy none but his Gentlemen, bot 
dreſs'd in plain riding Habits, they took Horſe and 


came to the Honſe of a Farmer, where they reſted 
till Duſk, it being September: then they mounted 
their Horſes again, and came to-a Grove behind the 
Gardens, and there watch'd till they ſaw me fro 
the Windows undreſs, and go to Bed. . i 


WHEN 
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War all the Lights were out, they quitted their 
Horſes, and faſten'd them to a Tree; then they en- 
ter'd the Garden, being provided with a Ladder of 
Ropes and dark Lanthorns, by which Lord Con/tan- 
tine mounted a Balcony that open'd into a Gallery 
which led to my Chamber, into which he entered 
without any Noiſe; the Wind blew very hard, ſo 
that had I been waking, .I ſhould not have been ap- 
prehenſive of any thing, or heard him. He had no 
ſooner reach'd the Bed's-feet, but he ſhut his Lan- 
thorn, ſo that no Light appeared: He claſp'd me in 
his Arms ſo faſt, that it was impoſlible for me to get 
looſe: and ſaid, Arminda, make no Noiſe, for if 
you do, you ſurely die: 'tis Conflantinethat holds 
you in his Arms, the amorous Conſtantine, who can- 
not live without you: if you go out, and any one of 
your Domeſticks enters the Room, I'll kill him in 
your fight, and lay his dead body by you: ſo that 
your Reputation ſhall be blacken'd, tho* you are in- 
nocent. Who can expreſs the Diſtreſs that I was in, 
or conceive the Anguiſh of my Mind: juſt waked out 
of my Sleep, alone, and in the dead Time of the 
Night: no Help at hand. I lift my Soul to Heavy 
— not uttering one Word, I graſp'd the Pomel 
his Sword, and with a ſudden Struggle drew it forth, 
and ſtabb'd him in the Thigh: He rag'd, and curs'd 
my Virtue, vewing Revenge, and ſo leſt me, more 
chan half dead with Fear. He made a ſhift to re- 
4.0 gain the Balcony, and by the Aſſiſtance of his Gen» 
* N $ t 


eman reached his Horſe, but died next Morning 
ast the Farmer's Houſe. I thinking it belt to hide 
cis Adventure, ſo ſoon as I thought he was quite 
Zone, I rung the Bell for my Woman, who aroſe, 

and came running to my Bed-ſide: I bid her call up 
the other Servants: that a Man had entered m 
Chamber, I ſuppoſed a Thief, who came to my Bed 
W& fide with a Candle and Lanthorn: on which I had | 
= cried out, and he going to ſtop my Mouth, I had | 
* catch'd hold of his Sword, and wounded him. This a 
Las - paſſed current with my Aunt and all the Family, _ | 

* t 
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Blood in my Chamber, the Doors of the Balcony be- 
ing left open, the Ladder of Ropes found, which was 
left hanging, all confirmed this Relation. 

Tur next Morning, the Farmer's People told him 
two Men, like Gentlemen, had come thither over 
Night, how they return'd at Midnight, and how 
one being wounded, the other had pretended that 
they had been attzcked by Thieves, and that it was 
his Maſter that was hurt ; how he had afterwards 
ſent for a Horſe, and carried away the Body of his 
dead Maſter. This made a great Noiſe about, the 
Country, but no body imagin'd who this Perſon was. 
Some time after, News came to Court that Lord 
Conſtantine was dead of an Apoplexy on the Road 
to Vienna, for ſo his Gentleman had order'd his Re- 
tinue to ſay ; tho he knew that he had received his 
Death Wound in my Chamber, but by what Hand 
he knew not, for his Lord had not told him any 
thing of what paſſed between us; yet when he ar- 
rived at Vienna with the Body, he diſcloſed the Se- 
cret of all, as far as he knew, to his dead Lord's ⁵⁶ 
Father, and offer'd to ſwear to the Information. 5 

On this, ſecret Orders were ſent to the Elector,³ 
that I ſhould be taken into Cuſtody, to give an Ac- 
count of his Death; and the Dutcheſs, to whom m7 
wicked Waiting-woman was fled, having maliciouſly Þ 
whiſper'd to ſome of her Intimates of the greateſt 
Quality, that I had been doubtleſs falſe to Alon ze 
with Conſtantine: for my Woman had told her ho,. . 
he had lain a whole Night in my Chamber, and that 
ſhe had let him down the back Stairs in the Morning, 
this agreed with ſome other Reports that had been 
ſpread by ſome of the common People, of this Lords? 

hair having been near the back - Stairs of my __ \. £4 
ment, and this jealous Lady had entertain'd and kept 
this wick edServant of mine in the Country ever ſince, 
and now writa Letter to my Lord, and ſent aMeſſenger |, 
expreſs to give into his own Hand, with an Account 
of all this, and the Death of Lord Conſtantine; con- 
cluding 8 
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be- 1} cluding with the bittereſt Reproaches and Reflections 
was that Malice and Revenge could invent. My aflaed 

Father did all he could to juſtify me, but in vain, 
nim # A4/onzo no ſooner receiv'd this fatal Letter, but he 
ver came Poſt from the Army, and inſtead of hearing my 
0 Juſtification, immediately paid a Viſit to this Dutcheſs 
that and ſee my wicked Servant, who impudently perſe- 
was vered in her Story: ſo that he did not return home 
ards all that Night, and I toe well gueſs'd where he lay. 
his The Elector quarrell'd with my Father for takin 
the my part, ſaid I was a falſe vicious Woman, who h 
was. deen the Cauſe ofa brave Man's Death, by ſome vil- 
Ford lainous Treachery, and the Ruin of his Kinſman, to 
Load whom, and to all the Family, I was a Diſgrace and 
Re- Infamy. In fine, my Father, unuſed to bear ſuch 
a = Treatment, anſwer'd too raſhly, and in Terms that 
lan 


ſo enrag'd our Elector, that he put him immediately 
any under a Guard, ſeized of his Eſtate, and baniſh'd him 
e ar- his Dominions. Theſe diſmal Tidings had not reached 
e Se. my Ears half an Hour, when my Lord enter'd my 


ord's Chamber, with a Look fo full of Rage and Fury, 
n. rhat I could do no more, Grief had fo overwhelm'd 
zQtor, me, but fall down at his Feet in a Swoon, as I was 
Ac- going to throw my Arms round his Neck, and could 
mmy not utter one Word more, but only my dear Lord, I 
iouſly am innocent. He bid my Woman take care of me, 
cateſt and turning out of the Room, met my dear afflicted 
ans Hunt, to whom he ſaid, Madam, pray ſee that 
r how WW Wretch, that has undone us all, ſafe to a Convent, I 


d that am going to the Army, and ſhall leave her ſuch 4 
rning, 3 — of my fortune, as ſhall pay for her being there. 
been Wen I'came to my ſelf, and found him gone, no 

Lord's © Tongue can expreſs my Deſpair. At laſt, by my 
* bont's Advice, I took what Gold, Plate and Jewels 

dkep. could get together, and fled ; leaving only two 
r ſince, Letters, one for my dear Father, and the other fr my 
fNenger unkeind Huſband, In the firſt I adyis'd my Father 


.ccount Wh Where to retire to, that he might hear from me; in 
; con- the other I juſtify'd my ſelf as much as I was able, 
clading | — Heaven and Earth to witneſs to the truth of 


ſaid; and ſo took a laſt Adieu in Terms ſo 
H moving 
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moving, that it muſt have melted the Heart, and 
in'd Credit in the Mind of any other, but the in- 
Rexible Alonzo, who was ſpurr'd on by his revengeful 
Mikreſs and the Elector. My Father retir'd imme- 
diately to a Friend in {/ace, and, thank Providence, 
had wiſely placed a great deal of Money in the Banks 
of Viera and Holland. Here he ſtaid till he heard 
from me, and I fearing leaſt a Convent would not 
ſecure me from the EleQor's Hate, and that 1 ſhould 
never find means there to ſee my Father and Huſband 
any more, having till hopes that God would be 
leaſed to do me right, I put on this Diſguiſe ; and 
eaving with my Aunt what Treaſure I had ſaved, I 
fled ſecretly to a Farmer's near this Place, who had 
been Steward to my Grandfather. Here I ſtaid whilſt 
my Father came to me in the Habit of a Shepherd, 
as we had before agreed. Being met, we conſulted 


| how to live together, and reſolved on the way of 4 t 
Life we now follow. We purchaſed a Co tage, 


and taking an old Servant Maid, and a young Man, 


who has been a faithful Servant to my Father, went 


there to live, nat doubting but that we might con- 


tinue here conceal'd as long as we think it neceſſary 38 
- For our Safety. = 

Taz old Farmer, our former Steward, receives 
the Intereſt-Money for us as my Father has given 
Orders; and thus we poſſeſs the Neceſlaries of Liſe. 


But alas! what Pleaſure can we reap in this miſera- | 


ble Obſcurity ? or how ſhall my dear Father hope 1 | 


to retrieve his Fortune and Honour, and I my dear 
Lord's Affection, and loſt reputation, in theſe Cir- 


cumſtances. I have ſent ſeveral tender Letters to [Ty ti 


him during our Abode in this Place, which has been | 


two whole Years, by my Aunt's Hands, to whom I | it TM 


ſend my Letter's, but never received any Anſwer. 
No Perſon but that Lady does know the ſecret of 
our Circumſtances, and manner of Life; and now it 


muſt be by ſome Miracle, that the Truth muſt be 


mani of my Innocence. And if you, reverend 
Sir, can procure my Return to my Huſband, and 
oonſequently my Father's to Court, I ey" 
« „ „„ RR 
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3: f Hermit anſwer'd, yes, Child, 8 
1 Rea on hope for it; for the Div ine being, never per- 
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ou a Saint; and as ſuch, reſpect and Honour you. 
But, alas] ( he continued) leiting fall a ſhower of 
Tears, I am not worthy ſo youu a Bleſſing. Our 
U think you may with 


mits Virtue and Innocence to be wrong'd, but with 


deſign to juſtify and reward it in the end. I hope L 


4 | ſhall be the happy, tho unworthy Inſtrument, to do 
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T H E diſguiſed Hermit ſoon arrived at the 


4 184 
+ 8 


8 , you right: Here he ſigh'd. This Story touch'd him 


nearly, it ſo much reſembled his own. 
He proceeded to offer her, that he would go to 


F: | the Dutcheſs whom Alonzo had an Intrigue withal, 


and talk to her, as a Man to whom thele Secrets had 
been reveal'd by divine Revelation ; and by theſe 
means bring her and the wicked Grixalinda to a 
Conſeſſion of their Crimes, and to Repentance, ſo 
that they might do her right. She return'd him a 
thoutand "Thanks, praying for his good Succeſs, and 


ſo departed. The next Morning he paid a Viſit to 


the old Lord ( tho in Appearance a Shepherd ) her 


W Father : and they both accepting his Offer, he ſet 


ant the nevt Morning at break of Day, leaving his 


« „ % „„ „„ 


Cottage in their Care. 
RO EE 0 87 c hn Ct 62: t 
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Eleftor”s Court, aud went to the Dutcheſs's, to 


* hom he eaſily got Admittance, for ſhe was a great 
ene in appearance, and very liberal to Pilgrims, 
Hlermits, and the religious Perſons of all Orders, 


by + 


£704 
* 


11 


4 


who came to ſhare her Charity. This made her 


greatly reſpected, and was the beſt Cloke in the 


13 World to conceal her Vices under. She no ſooner 
ſaw this venerable old Man enter, but ſhe imagin'd 
* that ſhe knew his Buſineſs, and was putting her Hand 


71 
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to her Pocket to take out her Purſe ; but when he 
asked to ſpake with her alone, ſhe was a little ſur- 
priz'd, and bid her Waiting woman, who had con. 


ducted him to her, retire : And now having look'd 


fixedly on her a while, he broke out into theſe Words 
Is it poſhble, great God, that ſuch Vices can be 
lodged in ſo fair a Cabinet ? And Luſt, Revenge, 
Malice, and Falſhood, were ſo beautiful an outſide ? 
Oh Madam, prepare to hear your Charge: I have 
been comanded by our great Creator, who ſees and 
judges all our moſt ſecret Thoughts and AQions, to 
come from my Cell, where I have ſpent many long 
Years, enduring Cold and Hunger, parching Hear, 
and deſtitute of all Human Society, too ſmall a Pe- 
nance, for the Sias and Overſights of my raſh Youth, 
to admoniſh you, unhappy Lady, that you muſt 
change your courſe of Life, or expe ſuch Puniſh- 
ments as your crimes do merit :. think on your viti- 


ous Actions. think on Alonso, think on his virtuous 


Wife, and her moſt noble Father; ſurrender up to 2 1 


juſtice the wicked, Griza/inda who has baſely wrong'd 


Heaven hae hes »d bo. D.. 


ww rayers: telt that wretch, *was : 4 . 


ſhe that hid the wicked Conflantine, whom the Divine 


Juſtice has already react'd, in her Laay's Chamber, 


unknown to her; tell her that jf ©... * 


| 8 1 
— — imm uiately confeſs her Crime, 


„ aady right. For you, how can 

Just Fee reace, — 40 to tempt the Almighty's 
py delay's; where did the enrag'd Alonzo ſleep 

che dreadfull Night that he firſt left his injur'd Wife; 
The horrid Thoughts ſhocks me, and ought to make 


you ſhake andtremble : I could diſcloſe each Secret 70 


of your paſt Life, for alls reveal'd to me in Viſion ; 
wrap'd in Prayer, I have been ſhow'd all that you'ie 
done, and muſt no more return to warn you. If you 
repent not now, expect ſuch Judgments as will hum. 


ble you even to the Earth; your Secrets ſhall be all 


reveal'd, Alonxo ſhall both ſcorn and loath you, pro- 


voke not Heaven any farther: Farewel, — 
ä t 


the innocent Arminda; yes, ſhe is moſt innocent. and "REN 


- ine will avoid eter- -..* 5. 
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the injur'd Arminda ; my ſoul ſhivers at the thoughts 
of what's to come, if you do not repent : but 1 muſt 
not reveal the reſt. | 
* Hexe he left her, ſhe remain'd a while fix'd in 
the Chair, the ſat quite motionleſs : the Perſon of the 
Man, and the manner in which he deliver'd his meſ- 
fage, made ſuch an impreſſion on her Mind, that ſhe 
was in an inſtant chang'd : to hear the ſecrets of her 
77: Life related by a man who had left the world per- 
3 haps e're ſhe was born. This look'd ſo much the 
Work of heaven, that ſhe could not reſiſt the Mo- 
tions of that divine-power, which had found out this 
Means for her Converſion ; ſhe retired to her Clo- 
- 3 ſet, threw herſelf proſtrate on her knees, and caſt- 
ing her Eyes on the Picture of a Magdalene, like 
ber, let fall a ſhower of Tears; and having palt ſome 
"2X Hours there, called for a Page, and bid him fetch 
ber Conſeſſor, who came immediately; ſhe inform'd 
him of all, and he much rejoiced to ſee this change, 
and made her promiſe to ſend for Griza/inda the next 
Morning, and make her draw up a Confeſſion under 
ber Hand, to jultify Arminda: then he made hes 
vurite a Letter to A/onzo to the ſame effect. 
Mex time, our Hermit went to the Elector, and 
related to him, That he was come thither by Divine 
Command, to declare that Arminda was innocent of 
the crimes laid to her charge; the Elector heard 
him very atrentively, paying much reſpect to the 
dan 238 Habit he had on, and venerating his age and ſeem- 
ling Santtity, promifing to pardon her Father's Raſh- 
cep Igels, and reſtore lim to his Honour and Eſtate, if 
fe; if yet alive, and to uſe his authority with 4/onzo to 
ake make him receive his virtuous Wife again, if ſhe 


cret ****; ould be found. The Hermit told him the Place of 
on: their retreat had alſo been reveal'd to him; and that 
une ſo ſoon as her Innocence was made appear, he wou'd 
you _- +; declare the Place of their abode. The Prince offer'd 
um: him his Purſe, but he refus'd all Preſents, and took 


all leave, ſaying, That if no unforeſeen Accident hap- 
pro- pen to prevent him, he would be back in twenty 
nber Ws p 1 Days 


and him 'Thanks, hoping for a fortu 
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Days and ſee 4/onzo ; he made haſte to depart, for 
fear of being ſeen by ſome who might remember his 
Face,tho' ſo muchalter'd that it could ſcarce be known 
by his neareſt relations, -had they been all alive, and 
he had almoſt out-lived the greater part of them : 
but he made what ſpeed he could to his Cottage and 
Friends, to whom he recounted all that had paſt, at 
which they were much rejoic'd, one God 
te Iſſue. 

ALoNzo no ſooner received the Dutcheſſes Let- 
ter, which ſhe ſent by a ſpecial Meſſenger, but he 
made all the ſpeed imaginable to Court, where the E- 


lector related to him what had paſt : thence he went 


to the Dutcheſs, who receiv'd him with a flood of 
Tears, and all the marks of a true Penitent, deſiring 
kim never to come any more where ſhe was; the 


wicked Grixalinda confeſs'd the Truth: In fine, he 


was touched to the quick, and fully convinc'd of his 
Wife's Innocence, — it was now no wonder a 
Man, who was ſo wicked as Lord Conflantine in this 
Action, ſhould make a ſecond Attempt ; or that a 
Lady of ſuch Virtue ſhould, in ſuch an Exigence, 
ſtab a Man, out of whoſe Hands ſhe could find no o- 
ther way to eſcape. 

Soon after Alanxo's arrival, the Hermit return'd, 
and found him diſpos'd as he defir'd and hoped ; ſo 
he acquainted him where he ſhould find his Father- 
in- law, and Lady: They immediately took Coach 
= and ſoon arriv'd at the Cottage, where the 
noble Shepherd and Shepherdeſs received them. But 
who can expreſs the tranſport of Arminaa's Soul, to 


- fee her Virtue clear'd, and her lov'd Lord reſtor'd to 
her ? Oh, who would not tread in the moſt rigid 


ſteps that lead to Virtue's | emple, to be ſo reward- 
ed? This the vaſt Difference betwixt doing well 
and ill; that in vice the Pleaſure is always momen- 
tary and of no Duration, and the Remorſe for baving 
done it, ſure and laſting; but in doing virtuous Deeds, 
tho' we may ſuffer Lois and Pain for ſome ſhort time, 
yet we have always a ſecret Satisfaction wichia 
| | that 
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that ſupports us under them, and the End brings us 
Honour and generally Reward, even in this World; 
but if we miſs of it here, we are ſure to have it in 
the other. 
AND now the old Lord and Arminda returned, 
with the tranſported Alonzo, to Court, where ſhe was 
welcomed and praiſed by all: Her Father wasreſtor'd 
to his Eſtate and Employments, and the repenting 
Dutcheſs neglected by every body, retir'd with her 
old Lord to his Country Seat, and died in two Years 
after of a Conſumption. _ 
Our Hermit, extreamly glad to have been ſue- 
ceſsful in this good Work, remain'd in his Cell, 
where he continued for ſome Yearsafter, never deſign- 
ing to change his manner of living, nor expecting a- 
ny Joy or Satisfaction in this Life, except in hearing 
of his Children's Welfare, having had News of poor 
Gertrude's Death, who died of a Fever at the Lord's 
where he left her. 
His two Daughters by Lady Lucy, were nobly dif- 
pos'd of: One marry'd the virtuous and accompiiſh'd 
Son of the wicked Henrietta, good and noble as his 
FPFather; the other eipous'd a Nobleman of Heidleberg, 
of great Fortune: his Sons by his Miſtreſs Gertrude, 
grew and improv'd ;. one died of the Small Pox, one 
embrac'd a religious Lfe, and was, in fine a Jeſuit ; 
the other took to the Sword, and he by the Society's 
means was put into a good Poſt in the Army. And 
no growing very weak and infirm, our Hermit was 
often viſited by the good Father Joseph: at laſt he 
fell dangerouſly ſick, and was by him exhorted to 
make a general Confeſſion, in order to fit himſelf the 
better for a change. But good Heavens ! how great 
was the pious Father's Surprize, when he diſcover'd 
by the circumſtances he related, that our Hermit 
was Albertus, the Father of his Pupil, and Huſband 
bot her whom he had miraculouſly ſaved from Death. 
Hi was filled with Wonder, and could not e- 
335 nough praiſe and admire the Divine Providence, in 
3 brcioging him to this Place; yet he diſcover'd * 
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his Thoughts, or inform'd him of any thing relating 
to this Matter, thinking it prudent firſt to conſult © 
his Superior and the Lady: He fail'd not to give 
him all the ghoſtly Advice that was prbper; he had ©. 
not the leaſt Reaſcn to doubt of his being a true Pe- 4 


nitent, fince his retiring from the World, and man- 
ner of Life, had ſufficiently fſhewn it: He returned i 
to his Convent, acquainted the Father Guardian 
with this wonderful Story, and they went together : 


to the Monaſtery, and told the glad Tidings to Lac 
dy Lucy, whoſe Joy was inexpreſſible. The Lady > 
Abbeſs communicated it to the whole Society, and 
Thanks was returned to God; for, like the Angels, 
they rejoic'd at the Converſton, and miraculous Diſ- 
penſations of the Divine Mercies to a repenting Sin- 
ner. And now it was debated in what manner this 
happy Diſcovery ſhould be made to the dying A/- 
bertus ; and this indeed needed ſome Precaution to x 
be us'd in the doing of it, confidering his weak 
Condition; yet it was abſolutely neceſſiry the Se- 
eret ſhould be unfolded before his Death, in or er \ 
to do Right to his young Son, whoſe Birth might 
otherwiſe be perhaps diſputed by the Heirs of Aber. 
4s Family: at Mit it was concluded, that Father iſ 
Jeſepb ſhouly + 3 8 and paſs the Night with him, 1 
m Company of % ger Friend, whom he had left to i 
attend him, and dt he ſhould gently break the 4 
Matter to him. Hub." fo in this Manner: After . 
he had ſat ſome Hours 18 , Bed-fide, and ſaw him 
4 retty well compos'd, with h.ing ſlept a little, ge 
7 N — to expatiate to him the great Providence: 
| that he had experienced from the Divine Bvunty, 
the Danger that he had eſcap'd, the long time that 
he had had to enjoy the Opportunities of reconciling 
himſelf to God, whom he had fo greatly offended ; 
at laſt he aſked him if he could even wiſh for any 
thing more in this World: No, ſaid he, nothing 
but to be diſmiſs'd from the Miſeries of this Life, 
when the Almighty ſhall think fit: I know he is 
All- powerful, and nothing is impoſſible for * I 
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of it. 
3 Fryar went for her, whu .. 
© Wiſhes, ſo much ſhe had forge *.. 
all Reſentments of his palt cruel Treatment of her: 
she came trembling with Haſte and Joy to his Beds 
ide, led by her lovely Son, who came with Tranſ- 


The Lady LUCY. 93 


do, that is conſiſtent with his Juſtice: and were I 
to live my Life over again, I could deſire nothing 


more, except the Life of my dear Lucy, and to have 
never imbrued my Hands in her Blood: But I hope 


my Peace is now ſealed, and that I ſhall! go to that 
happy Place, where I doubt not to find her. Then 
the good Father took hold of this Opportunity, 
and bid him lift up his Soul and be thankful, for 
God had perſerved her Life: and ſo related all the 
Story of herand the Child. This was a Cordial 
more effectual to revive Albertus. than all that Art 
and nature could furniſh : he could not doubt the 
Truth of any thing, conſidering the Integrity of the 
Perſons who teſtified it : and his Acknowledgements 


5 to God were ſuitable to his Joy : for how much 


muſt that Soul be lightened and Transported, which 
finds it ſelf freed from the Guilt of ſo great a Crime, 
as ſhedding innocent Blood? He longed for the Mor- 


$ ning's Approach, that he might once more have a 


Sight of his dear virtuous Wife, and embrace her 


and his new-found Son, for whom he had alway 8 
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and laid aſide 
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port to de mand a Bleſſing from his overjoy'd Father: 
who, weak as he was, ſtarted up in the Bed at the 


ſound of hi dear Lucy's Voice, and catched her in 
bis Arms. A ſhower of "Tears, the uſual Effect of 


»J 
AL 1 
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exceilive Grief or Joy, did for ſome moments in- 
= 3terrupt all Speech: at laſt they both manifeſted their 
Satisfaction, in Jerms ſuiting the extraordinary Oc- 
caſion. It was eighteen long Years ſince they had 


been parted, Eleven of which he had paſt in Re- 
ti:emert: he begged her Pardon for his Crime, 
whica ſhe ſeal'd with her Lips and Soul: In fine, 
this ſudden Change in his Mind, and exceſſive Joy, 
redoubled 
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redoubled his Fever, and ſhe and a Phyſician who 
was ſent for to attend him, much fear'd his 
Life; but Heaven would not leave it's Work imper- 
ſect, and ſeparate them ſo ſoon ; he at laſt recover'd, 
and the News was ſoon ſpread over Heidelberg, by 
the Abbeſe's means, who wrote an Account of 
all to her Frinds there, thinking it proper that ſuch 
a miraculous Event ſhou!d be divulg'd, that God 
might be glorified, and the World improv'd in Vir- 
tue and Religion, by ſuch rare Examples; ſo that 
this Letter of the Abbeſ.'s being ſhown to the old 
Lady, Alberta's Mother in-law, both - ſhe and her 
two Grand-daughters, with their Huſbands, came 
preſently in a Coach to vifit him and his Lady. In 
fine, ſo ſoon at Albertus was able to bear the Fatigue 
of the Journey, he and his Lady and Son, went 
home to his Seat at Heide/berg, where they were 
receiv'd as Perſons riſen from the Dead. All the 
Nobility and Gentry, all their Friends and Rela- 
tions, viſited and congratulated them; amongſt the 
reſt, the noble Benedictine, Henrietta's Huſband, 


* V; ha wae awtreamely olad of Tadw 
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Lucy's return to ife. _ A ror ; Nor need 1 
we mention the O Lady, her Mother's Joy, who i 
had truly mourn'd her Loſs. They gave large Gifts 


to the Convent and Monaſtery, where Lady Lucy 
and her Son had been ſo generouſly preſerv'd and 
entertain'd. They liv'd many Years after moſt hap- 
pily together, admired for their Virtues, and be- 
ov'd by all for their Bounty and Liberality to their 
Friends and the poor. At laſt Albertus died, and his 


Lady retired \ into the Monaſtery, her Mo- "7 


ther being long before dead alſo, and her Son hap- 
pily eltabliſh'd in his Fathers Fortune, and a noble 


oft in the Elector's Court, and married to a Siſter ACE 


of the noble 4/nzo's. Here the ſpent fix Years in £1 


Prayer and Devotion, and dying, was buried at Hrz- 
delberg with her noble Huſband ; and their Son made 
a handſome Monument for them, 


Any 
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Aus thus ends a Hiſtory full of very extraordi- 
his nary Events: and I hope it will be of uſe to all 

who read it, and prevent Men from entertainning 
chat dangerous Enemy to Man's Repoſe, Jealous 
and teach them to be very cautious in ſuſpecting 
14 their Wives Girtue, or giving Credit to Appear- 


ances, which very often deceive the viſeſt: and ma 
os the unbappy Henrietta's Crimes and Death, make 
Vir. my own Sex take care to avoid the like Fate, and 
$0 arte to imitate the virtuous Lady Lacy, that like 
ber they may die in Peace, and their Memories be 


old ever dear to all that know them, and reverenc'd by 
her all Poſterity. But I forget the Age live in, where 
an uch Things as Religion and Virtue are almoſt grown 
In cout of Faſkion, and many of both Sexes live as if 
| RE they had neither: when there is ſcarce any Truth 


Honour or Conſcience amongſt Men, or modeſty and 


were HIS and Sobriety amongſt Women. The few Good and 
the TE Virtuous will, Lam ſure, read this with Pleaſure: 
xela- 8 the Vicious I do not ſtrive to pleaſe, but to reform : 
the may they rather be touched to the inmoſt Receſſes 
and, of their Soul, at the reading of this Hiſtory, and 
ade God be 


mend, that they may have Pardon, and 
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